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By Kimberly Miller

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

South Florida home prices
are outpacing wage growth,
making the tri-county area
one of the most unaffordable
places to buy a home in the
country, according to two re-
ports released this week.

In its breakout study of

mortgage affordability, Real-
tor.com found homebuyers in
Palm Beach, Broward and Mi-
ami-Dade counties will need
to spend 42 percent of the ar-
ea’s median income to buy a
median-priced home by the
end of the year.

At the same time, the Ir-
vine, Calif.-based RealtyTrac,
said that while South Florida
wages grew by 4.4 percent in
the two years preceding June
2014, median home prices
jumped 32 percent.

Nationally, wage growth

was up 1.3 percent, while
home prices increased 17 per-
cent.

“Those markets with
the biggest disconnect be-
tween price growth and wage
growth during the last two
years are most likely to see
plateauing home prices until
wages catch up,” said Daren
Blomquist, vice president of
RealtyTrac.

His prediction appears to
be holding true in Palm Beach

Affordable continued on A7

Homes hard to afford in S. Florida
Buyers earningmedian
paywill spend 42% on
mortgage, report finds.

POSTONREALESTATE HOMEPRICES

MORENEWSONLINE
Read award-winning
real estate reporter
Kimberly Miller’s daily
updates at realtime.blog.
palmbeachpost.com

INSIDE: The most- and least-
affordable U.S. markets, A7

By Jeff Ostrowski

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Posting its highest rate of population growth
since the housing bubble, Palm Beach County add-
ed nearly 22,000 people in 2014, according to new
census estimates.

The county grew by 21,511 residents from Ju-
ly 1, 2013, to July 1, 2014, the fourth-largest in-
crease among Florida counties and 21st in the na-
tion. Palm Beach County added more residents for
the year than did some entire states, including Ala-
bama, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, Mississippi and
Pennsylvania.

Census continued on A7

County grew by 22,000 in ’14,
21st in U.S., census reports
County’s now bigger than 10 states.

POSTONGROWTH CENSUS

HIGHLIGHTSFROMLATEST
CENSUSESTIMATES
■ With a total population just under
1.4 million, Palm Beach County is the
28th-largest county in the nation.
■ Palm Beach County has more res-
idents than 10 states, including Ha-
waii, Maine and New Hampshire.
■ Palm Beach County added more
residents for the year than did some
entire states, including Alabama, Illi-
nois, Michigan, Missouri, Mississippi
and Pennsylvania.

Obama continued on A6

Obama to
golf this
weekend
in Palm City

POSTCOVERAGE
OBAMA INPALMCITY

By Matt Morgan

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

President Barack Obama
will be hitting the links on the
Treasure Coast this weekend,
a source confirmed to The
Palm Beach Post.

The golfing excursion will
be the second time Obama
has played the Floridian Golf
Club in Palm City, where he
golfed with Tiger Woods in
February 2013. He also got
tips on that trip from famed
instructor Butch Harmon,
who coached Woods from
1993 to 2004.

Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration officials have placed
heavy restrictions over the
airspace in the vicinity of
Palm City and the Floridian,
including banning non-ap-

FRENCH ALPS PLANE CRASH

Tears, questions for families

A student who knew German students killed in a jet crash into the Alps reacts during a moment of silence

Wednesday near Barcelona, Spain. Sixteen 10th-grade students from a German town spent a week on an

exchange near Barcelona. An investigator Wednesday said a black box voice recorder revealed that a pilot

was locked out of the cockpit before the plane’s fatal plunge. Story, A2. EMILIO MORENATTI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Health care continued on A5

Senate,
House
budgets
at odds

By John Kennedy

Palm Beach Post Capital Bureau

TALLAHASSEE — The $4.2 bil-
lion gap between Senate and
House spending plans came
into sharp focus Wednesday
as state legislators took wide-
ly different approaches on
health insurance for low-in-
come Floridians.

Senators pleaded with the
House to be more receptive
to their proposal that would
draw $2.8 billion in federal
aid to cover 800,000 low-in-
come Floridians in the com-
ing year. But the House and
Gov. Rick Scott have shown no
interest in the Florida Health
Insurance Exchange.

“‘No’ is not a health care
policy. ‘No’ is not a solution,”

Senators seek to tap
$2.8 billion from feds
for health care for poor.

POST INTALLAHASSEE
LEGISLATURE2015

MORENEWSONLINE
Read the Senate and House
budgets, mypalmbeach-
post.com

INSIDE: Senate point man
on Amendment 1 not a fan
of buying land, A5

Bergdahl continued on A6

By Allen G. Breed

and Lolita C. Baldor

Associated Press

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — Army Sgt.
Bowe Bergdahl, who aban-
doned his post in Afghani-
stan and was held captive
for five years by the Taliban,
was charged Wednesday by
the U.S. military with deser-
tion and misbehavior before
the enemy. He could get life in
prison if convicted.

The charges are the latest
development in a long and
bitter debate over Bergdahl’s

case. They also underscore
the military and political ram-
ifications of his decision on
June 30, 2009, to leave his
post after expressing misgiv-
ings about the U.S. military’s
role, as well as his own, in the
Afghanistan war.

Bergdahl, 28, was captured
by the Taliban and held by
members of the Haqqani net-
work, an insurgent group tied
to the Taliban that operates in
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Last May 31, Bergdahl was
handed over to U.S. special
forces in Afghanistan as part
of an exchange for five Tali-
ban commanders who were
imprisoned at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

The exchange set off a de-
bate over whether the U.S.

Army sergeant held by Taliban
now facing charge of desertion

WAR INAFGHANISTAN

Army Sgt.

Bowe Bergdahl,

28, spent five

years in Taliban

captivity before

being freed in a

prisoner swap.
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