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Disabilities activist
Shawn Friedkin pulled a
bright pink T-shirt over his
head for a video to pro-
mote emb(race), the an-
nual 5K, half marathon
and family walk for peo-
ple with and without disa-
bilities Feb. 28 on the Flor-
ida Atlantic University
campus.

But it was different this
time.

Instead of doing the
promo from his wheel-
chair, Friedkin was stand-
ing tall.

“What he’s really been
striving for all these years
is to hold a conversation
e y e t o e y e , ” s a i d h i s
mother, Skeets Friedkin.

A few minutes earlier, a
grinning Shawn Friedkin
walked for the first time
since he was paralyzed
from the chest down in a
car crash in Miramar on
March 12, 1992. He’ll be
52 on March 24.

The Rex Bionic Group
brought the Iron Man-like
d e v i c e t o h i s S t a n d
Among Friends office in
the College
of Nursing
at Florida
A t l a n t i c

Bionic device gets activist
out of wheelchair
MARCI SHATZMAN M S H AT Z M A N @ T R I B P U B . C O M

MAKING STRIDES Shawn Friedkin gets a standing hug
from his mother, Skeets Friedkin, by using a device
created by Rex Bionics that gets him out of his
wheelchair. LAURA KOKUS/CORRESPONDENT
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O r g a n i z e r M a r c o
Capoccia wants Boca Ra-
ton’s first Italian Fest this
weekend to be authentic.

“ N o c o r n d o g s o r
French fries,” joked the Al-
vito, Italy, native who’s
helping the city put the
Italian food, wine, music
and family activities event
together from 4 to 10 p.m.
Feb. 27 in Sanborn Square,
72 N. Federal Highway.
Admission is free.

For children, there’s a
5 0 - f o o t Fe r r i s w h e e l
planned in the parking lot
of Tucci ’s Fire N Coal

Pizza behind Sanborn, ac-
cording to Becky Self, the
city’s community events
coordinator. Other family
activities will include rides,
face painting, cooking
demonstrat ions and a
sketch artist.

On stage will be contin-
uous Italian music, said
Capoccia, a Boca Raton
Realtor. Performing will be
R a y M a s s a ’ s E u r o R -
hythms, an internationally
traveling Italian-American
Band. Capoccia is a mem-
ber and will introduce the
acts.

Tre Bella is a three-part
harmony group from Man-
hattan.

“I’m bringing in Gianni
Mennillo, the champion of
organetto, a small accordi-
on and i t ’ s l ike a har -
monica,” Capoccia said.

Also on the bill are a
Frank Sinatra tribute sing-
er, Frank Todaro, and the
Youth Touring Company
showcasing traditional
Italian dancing, according
to the city.

Wine and
beers to pur-
c h a s e w i l l

City’s first Italian Fest
MARCI SHATZMAN M S H AT Z M A N @ T R I B P U B . C O M

MAMBO ITALIANO Ray Massa’s EuroRhythms performs at an Italian festival in
Oregon. The group will be headliners at Boca Raton’s first Italian Fest. SUBMITTED PHOTO
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SCHEDULEYOUR FREE, NO-OBLIGATIONCONSULTATION 1-(800)-952-3881

Visit us online | www.Whitsyms.com
(561) 279-0808 | (954) 358-2049 | (305) 444-6640

Services at Home or in Facilities

We Refer Qualified

Are you or someone you know in need of home care?

After Surgery Care Alzheimer’s Care Bathing & Dressing

Transportation Meal Prep Medication Management Homemaking

Registered Nurses Certified Nursing Assistants

Home Health Aids Companions

“Matching the
best caregivers
with clients
since 1992”

OFFCAREGIVER SERVICES LICENSEDNURSEVISIT$30 FREE
*After 2 consecutive days of care. Minimum 4 hours of
care per day. Mail this ad with first payment

*After 2 consecutive days of care. Minimum 4 hours of
care per day. Mail this ad with first payment

NR Licenses 30211586 30211295 30211518 30211651 30211709 30210978 30211390 30211293 30211382
30211226 30211316 30211504 30211733 30211535 30211531 30211710 30211503
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Adults: $19.95
Children: $12.95

10am-3pm

Includes:
• Unlimited Mimosas

• Omelet & Carving Stations
+ much much more!

Bring this coupon
in to receive

10%
OFF
your LUNCH

This coupon is for
one guest only!

(One full entrée & one beverage must be
purchased to receive the 10% off).

Host a Card Party or

Birthday Party in our Banquet

Facility & receive

a $100 American Express Gift Card!

(Party minimum: 75 guests).

Call Christina Materese at:

561-369-1000 Ext. 6301

Birt

a $100

Ca

Eat LUNCH and Play Cards

in our Dining Room.

Reservations Required.

Please call 561-369-1000 Ext. 1018

12250 Westchester Club Drive Boynton Beach, FL 3343712250 Westchester Club Drive Boynton Beach, FL 33437

LUNCH at Westchester
Country ClubCounnnttrry Clubb

RESTAURANT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DAILY FOR LUNCH
FROM 10:00 A.M. TILL 3:00 P.M.

CCCoouuunnnnnnnntttrrrryyyyyyyy CClluubbbb
RRRREESSTTTAAUURRRAANNNTTT OOOOOOPPEENNN TTOOO TTTHHHEEE PPPUUBBLLIICCCRR OOO PRRR HHHTTAAURRAANNTTT TTOO TTTHHHEEE PPUUBBRR NNNN OO TTTHHHEEE PPUBBLLTAURRAA UUURRRAANNNTTT OOOOPPEENNN TTOO TTTHHHEEEEE CCSS IIPPEENNN TTOO TTTHHHEEE PPPNNTA EENNN TTOO TTHHHEEEEE COESSTTAURRAN OO NNAURAA EE EES NN TT PRRRREESSTTTAAUURRRAAANNNTTT OOOPPEENNN TTOOO TTTHHHEEE PPPUUBBLLIICCC

LUUNNCCHHDDDDAAILYY FFOOR LLAILY HHLYY R LLUUNNLY OR LLAA FFOOR LLUUI CDDDDAILY OR LUUNNCLUUNNCHAADD F LLUUNNCHHDDDDAAILYY FFOOR LLUUNNCCHH
FFFRRROOMM 11000:::00000000000 AAA..MMM.. TTIILLLLLL 333::000000 PP..MM..FFFRRROOMM 11000:::00000000 AAA..MMM.. TTIIILLLLLL 333:::000000 PP..MM..

RESTAURANT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DAILY FOR LUNCH
FROM 10:00 A.M. TILL 3:00 P.M.
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United Way of Palm
Beach County’s Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance
Program offers free in-
come tax preparation serv-
ices throughout Palm
Beach County to those with
a 2015 household income
of $62,000 or less.

This year, VITA offers
three options – full service,
taxes filed for you; an op-
tion to file with help by VI-
TA volunteers; or to do it
online through the website.

“ We real ly want the
community to be aware of
this safe and free service
available to all residents,”
said Alexia Savage, of the
United Way. “Our IRS-
trained VITA volunteers
help ensure individuals and

families get their maxi-
mum refunds and available
credits, some of which they
may not be aware they are
eligible for, such as the
Earned Income Tax Cred-
it.”

There are 15 Vita sites
throughout Palm Beach
County where an IRS-certi-
fied VITA volunteer will
prepare and e-file tax re-
turns. Visit select VITA
sites to file tax returns on-
line with the support and
guidance of an IRS-certi-
fied VITA volunteer or visit
MyFreeTaxes.com and file
your own tax return.

When visiting a VITA
site, United Way suggests
taxpayers bring the follow-
ing documents: 2014 tax re-

turn, social security cards
and birthdates for all fami-
ly members, all W2 state-
ments for 2015, forms1099
and1098, a photo ID and a
voided check.

Joint returns require
both spouses to attend.

Those who earned less
than $47,747 may also be
eligible for up to $6,242 in
Earned Income Tax Cred-
its.

Taxpayers should also
note that the Affordable
Care Act requires each
member of a household to
have minimal essential
health insurance, an ex-
emption or make a shared
responsibility payment. All
VITA sites are able to help
with the new requirement.

Last year, the program
helped process more than
10,000 income tax returns
for lower income house-
holds resulting in upward
of $6 million in earned in-
come tax credits and $15
million in tax refunds.

According to United
Way figures, since 2003, VI-
TA has returned about $167
million to the community.

Call 561-375-6600 or visit
UnitedWayPBC.org.

Call 855-698-9435 from10
a.m. to10 p.m. Monday
through Saturday to
speak with an
IRS-certified VITA
volunteer or call 211for
sites or information.

JAN ENGOREN J E N G O R E N @ T R I B P U B . C O M

Prepare federal taxes for free
with United Way program

have such
Italian pedi-
grees as Pe-
roni Nastro

Azzurro, Conte Priola
Pinot Grigio, Voga Mos-
cato, LaMarca Prosecco
and Tesoro della Regina
Chianti, among others.

Staffing food tents will
be vendors selling fresh
mozzarella, Italian sau-
s a g e , P h i l l y c h e e s e
steaks, gelato, biscotti
and pizza, of course.
There will be some seat-
ing and Capoccia said he
asked the city to provide
high tops so people can
stand and eat.

C a p o c c i a s a i d h e
reached out to several
Italian-American organi-
zations in the area to ask
them to support the festi-
val. Ed Catania, presi-
dent of the Sgt. Bonanno

Lodge #2549 Sons of Ita-
ly in West Boca, said their
m e m b e r s h i p k n o w s
about the event and plans
to go individually.

“We’d like to help in
the future,” he said.

Paul Pontrelli said fel-
low members of the Ital-
ian-American Heritage
Society of Boca Raton
also plan to be there.

W h y w a s n’ t t h i s
scheduled for St. Jo-
seph’s Day March 19 or
Columbus Day weekend
in October?

“We had an opening,
and before the season is
over we wanted to try out
a new event,” Self said.
“It’s a good excuse to
bring people downtown.
It’s good food, great en-
tertainment and a nice
family atmosphere.”
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