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Money

Port of Palm Beach’s sole cruise
ship — Grand Celebration — will
begin a three-month sabbatical Sat-
urdaywhen it arrives in St. Thomas
in theU.S. Virgin Islands on a hurri-
cane relief mission, its operator Ba-
hamasParadiseCruiseLine said.

The 750-cabin cruise ship,which
can accommodate up to 1,900 pas-
sengers, is being chartered by the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency to house National Guard
membershelping islandresidents to
rebuild followingdamage causedby
Hurricane Irma.

St. Thomas was also facing an
additional threat from Hurricane
Maria, now barreling through the
eastern Caribbean. Maria already
has done significant damage in
PuertoRico andDominica.

“Weareprovidinghousing,meals
and other hotel services to the first
responders,” said Maria Miller, the
cruise line’s chief marketing officer,
in an email Wednesday. “The ship
will be their ‘home base’ over the
course of the charter.”

While Bahamas Paradise would
not discuss the value of the FEMA
charter, Miller said the company
was being compensated to cover its
“loss of business and revenue over
the period.”

Grand Celebration is expected to
remain in St. Thomas through late
December, the cruise company said.
The ship’s regular two-night sail-
ings from the Riviera Beach seaport
to Freeport, Grand Bahama Island,
should resumeonDec. 23.

Customers who already have
purchasedBahamas cruises directly
from the cruise line for departures
during the charter period are being
offered refunds or a $100 onboard
spending credit if they re-book for a

later date.
“Wewill be reaching out to all of

our guests and travel partners this
week,” said company CEO Oneil
Khosa inastatement. “Wefeelbadly
about this 90-daydisruptionbutbe-
lieve the extensive needs of the St.
Thomas people to be of greater im-
portance at this time.”

On Thursday and Friday, Baha-
mas Paradise offered a special $39
perpersonnightly rate for cabinson
GrandCelebration to local residents
seeking a cool refuge from over-
heated homes that lost power or
sustaineddamageduring Irma.

OtherSouthFlorida-basedcruise

Carmelo Mota searches for tools in his roofless bedroom more than a week after Hurricane Irma made landfall in
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands.
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FEMA charters cruise
ship for relief housing

The 750-cabin Grand Celebration cruise ship is being chartered by FEMA to
house National Guard members helping island residents to rebuild.
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Grand Celebration
to be floating hotel
for National Guard
in U.S. Virgin Islands
By Arlene Satchell
Staff writer

South Florida, the land of
second homes for winter-
weary northerners, hopes to
persuade Seattle-based Am-
azon that it is the perfect
location for the online ship-
ping giant’s second North
Americanheadquarters.

Economic development
leaders say landing the $5
billion development would
be transformational for
South Florida, creating an
“international technology
hub” with all the ancillary
businesses that would fol-
low the company to the re-
gion.

The
8-million-square-foot,
50,000-employee campus
Amazon envisions would be
four times the size of the
former IBM complex in
Boca Raton and would have
five times the number of
workers that IBMemployed

there during its heyday in
the1980s.

Local business leaders
have decided a teameffort is
needed tobeat out theheavy
competition from across the
country and Canada, so the
Greater Fort Lauderdale Al-
liance in Broward County,
the Business Development
BoardofPalmBeachCounty
and The Beacon Council in
Miami-Dade County are
putting together a joint pro-
posal.

They’re hoping that

Business leaders
plan regional bid

By Larry Barszewski
Staff writer

South Florida
seeks Amazon
headquarters

Amazon is looking for up to
100 acres for a new 8-mil-
lion-square-foot, 50,000-
employee campus.
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South Florida’s hotel in-
dustry gains in occupancy
and room rates this sum-
mer, which continued into
August,will likelybeeroded
this month as many beach-
front hotels had to evacuate
guests to prepare forHurri-
cane Irma.

That meant lost room,
food and beverage revenues
from shortened or canceled
stays because of the hurri-
cane. And while the final
bill for Irma’s unwelcome
visit is still to be tallied, rip-
ple effects are expected for
the lodging industry.

On the bright side, South
Florida hotelswere fuller in
August and charged higher
room rates than a year ago,
fueled in part by business
from sports and corporate
groups, conventions and
family reunions.

The local hotel industry
also benefited in part from
the absence of any reoccur-
ring outbreak of the mos-
quito-borne Zika virus,
which was a major concern
for tourism last summer.

InBrowardCounty, hotel
occupancy climbed to 74.9
percent from72.9percent in
August 2016, while average

Hotels post strong
showing in August

See HOTELS, 10B

But Irma could erode summer gains
By Arlene Satchell
Staff writer

A lackluster supply of
available homes is slowing
sales across South Florida,
but the shortage of listings
also keeps pushing prices
higher as buyers have little
choice but to pay more for
what theywant.

Sales of existing, single-
family homes declined in
August fromayearearlier in
Palm Beach, Broward and
Miami-Dade counties, ac-

cording to figures released
Wednesday by local Realtor
boards.

It was the second con-
secutive annual decline in
Palm Beach and Miami-
Dade counties and the fifth
in a row inBroward.

Across the three coun-
ties, buyers are finding
fewer single-family listings
in lower price ranges. In
Broward, for instance, avail-
able homes priced from
$200,000 to $249,999
dropped 14 percent in Au-

gust from a year ago. Palm
Beach County saw a 16 per-
cent decline in that price
range.

“What’s ailing the hous-
ingmarket and continues to
weigh on overall sales is the
inadequate levels of avail-
able inventory and the up-
ward pressure it’s putting
on prices in several parts of
the country,” Lawrence
Yun, chief economist for the
National Association of Re-
altors, said in a statement.
“Sales have been unable to

break out because there are
simply not enough homes
for sale.”

The median price in
Broward last month was
$350,000,up8percent from
a year ago, according to the
Realtors of the Palm
Beaches and Greater Fort
Lauderdale. Palm Beach
County’s median price also
rose 8 percent, to $340,000.

Miami-Dade’s median
was $337,500 as sellers en-
joyed a13 percent bump, ac-
cording to the Miami Asso-
ciationofRealtors, although
theboard added that collec-
tion of the August data was

affected by Hurricane Irma
preparations and extended
power outages.

Median prices have been
on the rise in the tricounty
region since 2012.

Douglas Rill, a broker
with Century 21 America’s
Choice inWest PalmBeach,
said he tells clients looking
for homes that they have to
be prepared to make offers
at anymoment.

“Buyers need to focus on
ready, aim, fire,” Rill said.
“They need to be on the
starting line, already pre-
qualified, ready to go every
day.”

Rill said the market is
stacked against buyers, so
they need to find whatever
edge they can.

He encouraged clients to
make offers in the days be-
fore Irmahit becausehe fig-
ured other buyers would
put their house-hunting on
hold to deal with storm
preparations.

“And itworked,”Rill said,
pointing out that one of his
buyers made an offer that
was accepted on a single-
family home in a
55-and-over community in

Shortage of listings is pushing home prices higher

See HOMES, 10B

Sales of single-family homes declined in August

By Paul Owers
Staff writer

¡ Dow 22,412.59 (+41.79) ¡ S&P500 2,508.24 (+1.59)   NASDAQ 6,456.04 (-5.28) § OIL $49.48/bbl. (unch.) ¡ 10-YR. NOTE 2.27% (+0.02)

Florida Power & Light Co. says
that eastern Florida is “essentially
restored” at 99.9 percent.

As of Wednesday night,
Broward County still had 70
homes and businesses without
power and Miami-Dade County
had 380, according to FPL’s
“power tracker” online.

“Our final phase of restoration

is a more lengthy, home-by-home
effort, as we work exhaustively to
ensure each customer has power,”
said FPL spokesman Bryan Gar-
ner.

Palm Beach County now fully
has its power back after lastweek-
end’s Hurricane Irma, according
to FPL. The county was “more
than” 99 percent completed on
Tuesday, but therewere still some
customers with damage or other
special situations.

In Broward, more than 99 per-
cent is restored and Miami-Dade
is more than 99 percent restored,
according to FPL.

Palm Beach and Broward resi-
dents who didn’t have power on
Tuesday asserted they felt they
were lied to by FPL, which was
only providing county-wide esti-
mates for restoration online or on
the phone, and missed those. It
had given Palm Beach County
residents a restoration estimate of
Sunday evening.

“FPL follows anoverall restora-
tion plan that calls for restoring

service to the greatest number of
customers in the shortest time,”
Garner said. Earlier in the week,
FPL apologized for its customer
communications systems failure
and said that after this restoration,
itwouldwork to improve.

The utility tweetedWednesday
morning that more than 6,500
workersweremoving to the hard-
est-hit parts of Miami-Dade. The
utility has had more than 20,000
fromaround the country andeven
Canada working to restore power
in Florida after the hurricane.

Statewide, FPL still has 55,050

homes and businesses without
power after Hurricane Irma, but
has restored 96.8 percent. The
most outages left are in Lee and
Collier counties in Southwest
Florida,which experiencedhurri-
cane-forcewinds and flooding.

FPL provides power to 4.9 mil-
lion homes and businesses, which
is about about10millionpeople, in
more than half the state; of those,
4.5 million were affected by Hur-
ricane Irma.

mpounds@sunsentinel.comor
561-243-6650

FPL: Power 99.9 percent restored
Next phase is a home-by-home effort

ByMarcia Heroux Pounds
Staff writer

NOTE TO READERS

Doreen Christensen is on vacation. Her Daily Deal will
resume on Sept. 27.
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Dow Jones Indus. 22386.01 17883.56 22412.59 +41.79 +0.19% +4.68% s s s +22.52%
Dow Jones Transport. 9763.66 7777.06 9654.37 +147.29 +1.55% +3.89% s s s +21.72%
Dow Jones Utility 755.37 616.19 731.61 -5.08 -0.69% +.24% t t s +5.64%
NYSE composite 12137.60 10281.48 12147.50 +15.77 +0.13% +3.86% s s s +13.44%
Nasdaq composite 6477.77 5034.41 6456.04 -5.28 -0.08% +3.56% t s s +21.92%
S&P 500 2508.32 2084.59 2508.24 +1.59 +0.06% +2.98% s s s +15.95%
S&P Mid cap 400 1795.14 1475.38 1766.97 +5.45 +0.31% +1.85% s s s +14.39%
Wilshire 5000 26033.75 21583.94 26050.03 +26.80 +0.10% +3.08% s s s +15.75%
Russell 2000 1452.09 1156.08 1445.42 +5.02 +0.35% +3.30% s s s +16.10%
S&P 100 1109.94 923.69 1110.16 +0.90 +0.08% +3.32% s s s +15.97%
Nasdaq 100 6012.95 4647.59 5973.61 -17.47 -0.29% +3.31% t s s +23.07%
S&P SmallCap 600 878.35 702.99 869.16 +3.18 +0.37% +3.20% s s s +15.41%
Russell 1000 1390.06 1154.34 1390.43 +1.32 +0.10% +3.07% s s s +15.97%

52-Week Net 1 day 3-mo 12-mo
US Indexes High Low Last chg %chg %chg Wk Mo Qtr %Chg

IPC (Mexico) 51772.37 43998.98 50363.95 +98.49 +0.20% +2.82% s t s +7.32%
S&P/TSX (Canada) 15943.09 14468.03 15389.60 +96.63 +0.63% +1.59% s s s +4.61%
Nikkei 225 (Japan) 20320.78 16111.81 20310.46 +11.08 +0.05% +.85% s s s +20.84%
FTSE 100 (UK) 7598.99 6676.56 7271.95 -3.30 -0.05% -2.36% t t t +6.40%
Hang Seng (Hong Kong) 28248.12 21488.82 28127.80 +76.39 +0.27% +9.47% s s s +18.83%
Bovespa (Brazil) 75990.44 57111.00 75991.63 +17.45 +0.02% +25.06% s s s +30.14%
All Ord (Australia) 5976.43 5238.33 5769.71 -2.67 -0.05% +1.17% t t s +6.27%
TLV TA-25 (Israel) 1478.96 1363.50 1419.90 -5.06 -0.35% -1.35% s s t -1.36%

World Indexes

Interest rates Most Active ($2 or more)

NET 1YR
TREASURIES YEST PVS CHG WK MO QTR AGO

3-month T-bill 1.04 1.03 +0.01 r s s .28

6-month T-bill 1.19 1.18 +0.01 s s s .42

52-wk T-bill 1.31 1.29 +0.02 s s s .61

2-year T-note 1.44 1.40 +0.04 s s s .78

5-year T-note 1.88 1.83 +0.05 s s s 1.20

10-year T-note 2.27 2.25 +0.02 s s s 1.69

30-year T-bond 2.81 2.82 -0.01 s s s 2.43

Stock Vol (1000s) Last Chg

Adv Micro Dev 81,499 13.74 +.62
Bank of America 78,579 25.06 +.20
Rite Aid Corp 52,797 2.44 +.04
Apple Inc 49,942 156.07 -2.66
Micron Tech 40,467 35.97 +.02
Chesapk Engy 38,158 4.19 +.15
Gen Electric 36,256 24.32 +.12
Comcast Corp A 29,084 37.46 +.16
Weatherford Intl Ltd25,987 4.06 -.08
AT&T Inc 25,928 38.43 +.22
Snap Inc A 24,694 14.16 -.56
Transocean Ltd 24,506 9.77 +.42

South Florida stocks of interest
YTD

Name (ticker) Last Chg %Chg
YTD

Name (ticker) Last Chg %Chg
YTD

Name (ticker) Last Chg %Chg
YTD

Name (ticker) Last Chg %Chg
YTD

Name (ticker) Last Chg %Chg

ASA Gold (ASA) 12.04 -.11 +9.1
AT&T Inc (T) 38.43 +.22 -9.6
AbbottLab (ABT) 51.89 +.48 +35.1
AdobeSy (ADBE) 149.96 -6.64 +45.7
AMD (AMD) 13.74 +.62 +21.2
Aetna (AET) 155.03 -1.01 +25.0
Allergan (AGN) 210.00 -5.00 ...
Allstate (ALL) 91.38 +.24 +23.3
Alphabet C (GOOG) 931.58 +9.77 +20.7
Amazon (AMZN) 973.21 +3.35 +29.8
AMovilL (AMX) 18.54 +.07 +47.5
AmMovl A (AMOV) 18.30 -.12 ...
AmExp (AXP) 88.43 -.57 +19.4
ABInBev (BUD) 118.10 -1.98 +12.0
Anthem (ANTM) 183.49 +2.05 +27.6
Apple Inc (AAPL) 156.07 -2.66 +34.8
ArmourR rs (ARR) 26.20 -.11 +20.8
AstraZen s (AZN) 32.93 +.26 +20.5
AutoNatn (AN) 46.80 -.09 -3.8
AvisBudg (CAR) 37.92 +1.28 +3.4
Avon (AVP) 2.50 +.03 -50.4
B Comm (BCOM) 15.50 ... -23.2
BB&T Cp (BBT) 44.86 +.21 -4.6
BHP BillLt (BHP) 42.05 -.18 +17.5
BHPBil plc (BBL) 36.51 -.08 +16.1
BP PLC (BP) 37.23 +.28 -.4
BkofAm (BAC) 25.06 +.20 +13.4
BkNova g (BNS) 63.22 +.22 +13.5
Barclay (BCS) 10.09 -.08 -8.3
Barnes (B) 68.57 +1.20 +44.6
BedBath (BBBY) 22.74 -4.29 -44.0
BerkHa A (BRK/A) 275630 +780 +12.9
BerkH B (BRK/B) 183.82 +.81 +12.8
BestBuy (BBY) 52.59 -.17 +23.2
BigLots (BIG) 49.02 +.18 -2.4
BlackBerry (BBRY) 9.85 +.71 +43.0
Blackstone (BX) 32.62 +.21 +20.7

Boeing (BA) 255.46 +3.00 +64.1
BritATob s (BTI) 62.04 -.59 ...
BrwnBrn (BRO) 47.33 +.37 +5.5
CNOOC (CEO) 122.55 +.23 -1.1
Canon (CAJ) 34.12 -.36 +21.3
CapOne (COF) 81.80 +.84 -6.2
Carnival (CCL) 64.48 -.74 +23.9
Carters (CRI) 93.87 +.81 +8.7
Caterpillar (CAT) 124.85 +.11 +34.6
Cheesecake (CAKE) 41.83 +1.12 -30.1
ChesEng (CHK) 4.19 +.15 -40.3
ChespkUtil (CPK) 78.20 +.80 +16.8
Chevron (CVX) 116.37 +.03 -1.1
ChinaLife s (LFC) 15.28 -.12 +18.7
ChinaPet (SNP) 76.08 +.04 +7.1
Cigna (CI) 181.82 +.31 +36.3
Cisco (CSCO) 32.60 +.11 +7.9
Citigroup (C) 71.46 +.31 +20.2
CitrixSy s (CTXS) 76.47 -.01 +7.5
Clorox (CLX) 135.37 -2.15 +12.8
Coach (COH) 39.46 -.89 +12.7
CocaCola (KO) 45.78 -.20 +10.4
Comcast s (CMCSA) 37.46 +.16 +8.5
ConocoPhil (COP) 48.33 +.78 -3.6
Costco (COST) 162.85 +1.29 +1.7
Crocs (CROX) 9.25 +.02 +34.8
CrssCtryHl (CCRN) 12.88 +.22 -17.5
DelmarPh n (DMPI) 1.07 -.05 -66.4
Discover (DFS) 60.34 -.15 -16.3
Disney (DIS) 99.21 +.78 -4.8
Dycom (DY) 81.86 +1.61 +2.0
ENI (E) 32.70 +.16 +1.4
Ecopetrol (EC) 9.50 +.05 +5.0
EnviroStr (EVI) 29.45 +.35 +103.1
Equifax (EFX) 96.00 +1.13 -18.8
Expedia (EXPE) 143.01 +1.54 +26.2
ExxonMbl (XOM) 80.55 +.33 -10.8

Facebook (FB) 172.17 -.35 +49.6
FedExCp (FDX) 220.50 +4.50 +18.4
FedNatHld (FNHC) 13.94 -.08 -25.4
Flanign (BDL) 23.05 +1.15 -5.3
FordM (F) 11.71 -.01 -3.5
Forward h (FORD) 1.17 -.03 -6.1
GameStop (GME) 20.10 -.09 -20.4
GenElec (GE) 24.32 +.12 -23.0
GenMotors (GM) 38.88 +.18 +11.6
GeoGrp s (GEO) 26.03 +.09 ...
GlaxoSKln (GSK) 40.18 +.26 +4.3
GoldmanS (GS) 229.79 +.88 -4.0
HP Inc (HPQ) 19.60 +.11 +32.1
HackettGp (HCKT) 14.73 +.09 -16.6
Hanesbds s (HBI) 24.64 -.07 +14.2
Heico s (HEI) 89.21 +.87 ...
HeliMAn h (HMNY) 6.14 +.44 +86.1
Hess (HES) 43.46 +.73 -30.2
HomeDp (HD) 158.68 +1.02 +18.3
Honda (HMC) 29.65 +.11 +1.6
Intel (INTC) 37.07 -.16 +2.2
IBM (IBM) 145.88 +1.49 -12.1
ItauUnibH (ITUB) 13.83 -.06 +34.7
JPMorgCh (JPM) 94.60 +.66 +9.6
JohnJn (JNJ) 133.22 -2.00 +15.6
KB Home (KBH) 20.71 -.57 +31.0
LennarA (LEN) 50.46 -1.35 +17.5
Macys (M) 21.48 -.30 -40.0
MarcusMill (MMI) 24.87 +.06 -6.9
Mastec (MTZ) 45.45 -.60 +18.8
McClatch rs (MNI) 7.34 -.28 -44.3
McDnlds (MCD) 159.88 +2.45 +31.4
Mednax (MD) 42.13 +.94 -36.8
Merck (MRK) 65.79 -.16 +11.8
MicronT (MU) 35.97 +.02 +64.1
Microsoft (MSFT) 74.94 -.50 +20.6
MitsuUFJ (MTU) 6.36 +.04 +3.2

MotrlaSolu (MSI) 85.65 -.19 +3.3
NTT DOCO (DCM) 23.03 -.11 +1.2
NatlBevrg (FIZZ) 119.67 -.11 +134.3
Netflix s (NFLX) 185.51 -.17 +49.8
NxtEraLP (NEP) 41.44 +.09 +62.3
NextEraEn (NEE) 146.74 -1.18 +22.8
Novartis (NVS) 85.78 -.07 +17.8
NovoNord (NVO) 49.11 +.46 +36.9
NutriSyst (NTRI) 52.50 +.50 +51.5
OcciPet (OXY) 62.49 +.63 -12.3
OceanBio (OBCI) 4.78 -.02 +27.2
OcwenFn (OCN) 3.10 +.01 -42.5
OfficeDpt (ODP) 4.30 -.05 -4.9
Omnicom (OMC) 74.36 +1.61 -12.6
Oracle (ORCL) 47.97 -.07 +25.2
PatriotN n (PN) 1.21 -.01 -74.0
PepsiCo (PEP) 113.58 -.91 +8.6
PerryEllis (PERY) 21.87 -.43 -12.2
PetMed (PETS) 35.56 +.21 +54.1
PetChina (PTR) 63.33 -.05 -14.1
Petrobras (PBR) 10.42 +.40 +3.1
Pfizer (PFE) 35.99 +.54 +10.8
PhilipMor (PM) 113.43 -1.93 +24.0
PlugPowr h (PLUG) 2.74 +.33 +128.3
ProctGam (PG) 94.40 +.23 +12.3
PulteGrp (PHM) 25.66 -.57 +39.6
Qualcom (QCOM) 51.98 -.32 -20.3
RepubSvc (RSG) 66.59 -.27 +16.7
RestBrnds (QSR) 65.58 +.72 +37.6
RioTinto (RIO) 47.82 -.63 +24.3
RiteAid (RAD) 2.44 +.04 -70.4
RoyalBk g (RY) 75.95 +.16 +12.2
RylCarb (RCL) 115.54 -2.98 +40.8
RoyDShllB (RDS/B) 60.61 +.66 +4.6
RoyDShllA (RDS/A) 58.83 +.69 +8.2
Ryder (R) 81.07 +1.24 +8.9
SAP SE (SAP) 109.90 -.43 +27.2

Sanofi (SNY) 49.08 -.02 +21.4
Schlmbrg (SLB) 67.62 -.27 -19.5
SeacorHld (CKH) 43.85 +.93 -3.1
SeadrillLtd (SDRL) .48 +.14 -86.0
Smucker (SJM) 106.65 -2.86 -16.7
SnapInc A n (SNAP) 14.16 -.56 -42.2
SonyCp (SNE) 37.76 +.10 +34.7
SwstnEngy (SWN) 6.05 +.07 -44.1
SpiritAir (SAVE) 32.70 +.07 -43.5
Statoil ASA (STO) 19.76 +.13 +8.3
StonegteBk (SGBK) 50.95 +1.45 +22.1
SumitMitsu (SMFG) 7.74 +.01 +1.3
Suncor g (SU) 34.15 +.20 +4.5
SunTrst (STI) 56.67 +.64 +3.3
TenetHlth (THC) 15.57 -.04 +4.9
TherapMD (TXMD) 6.31 -.01 +9.4
3M Co (MMM) 210.51 -3.05 +17.9
TorDBk gs (TD) 55.59 +.26 +12.7
Total SA (TOT) 54.64 +.61 +7.2
Toyota (TM) 120.37 +.31 +2.7
Transocn (RIG) 9.77 +.42 -33.7
UltimSoft (ULTI) 184.33 -1.32 +1.1
Unilever (UL) 58.55 -.59 +43.9
US Bancrp (USB) 53.52 +.36 +4.2
UtdTech (UTX) 114.10 +.45 +4.1
Vale SA (VALE) 10.59 -.19 +39.0
VectorGp (VGR) 20.31 -.16 -6.2
VerizonCm (VZ) 49.48 +.14 -7.3
Vodafone (VOD) 28.86 ... +18.1
WalMart (WMT) 80.50 +.45 +16.5
Watsco (WSO) 157.06 +2.38 +6.0
WeathfIntl (WFT) 4.06 -.08 -18.6
WellsFargo (WFC) 53.75 +.39 -2.5
WestpacBk (WBK) 25.33 -.11 +7.9
WhitingPet (WLL) 5.19 +.28 -56.8
WorldFuel (INT) 36.54 +.41 -20.4
Zynga (ZNGA) 3.91 +.03 +52.1

Foreign Exchange
Stock 1 US $ In Curr.

British Pound .7421 $1.3475
Canadian Dollar 1.2357 $.8092
Euro .8414 $1.1885
Israeli Shekel 3.5197 $.2841
Japanese Yen 112.38 $.008899
Mexican Peso 17.8193 $.056119

Commodity Futures
Fuels (unit) Last %chg

Crude oil (bbl) 49.48 ...
Ethanol (gal) 1.54 -.06
Heating oil (gal) 1.81 +1.94
Natural gas (mm btu) 3.12 ...
Gasoline (gal) 1.66 ...

Metals (unit) Last %chg

HG Copper (lb) 2.95 ...
Gold (oz) 1312.00 +.44
Platinum (oz) 945.40 -.61
Silver (oz) 17.25 +.33
Palladium (oz) 911.55 +.65

6 MOS 1YR
RATE YEST AGO AGO

Prime Rate 4.25 4.00 3.50

Fed Funds Rate 1.16 .91 .40

Fed Funds Target 1.13 .88 .38

NET 1YR
BONDS YEST PVS CHG WK MO QTR AGO

BANK RATES (BANKRATE.COM NAT’L AVG.)

AP Muni Bond Idx 2.27 2.25 +0.02 s s s 1.88

Barclays Glob Agg Bd 1.58 1.58 ... s s s ...

Barclays USAggregate 2.51 2.50 +0.01 s s s 2.04

Barclays US Corp 3.14 3.14 ... s s s 2.92

Barclays US High Yield 5.49 5.49 ... t t t 6.44

Moodys AAA Corp Idx 3.67 3.67 ... s s s 3.50

10-Yr. TIPS .41 0.37 +0.04 s s t .19

36-mo. new car s 2.77
60-mo. new car s 3.38

Auto Loans wk chg last

6-month CD 0.41
1-year CD s 0.74

Certificate of Deposit

$30K HELOC s 6.37
$30K home equ. 5.39

Home Equity Loans

30 yr fixed s 3.79
15 yr fixed s 2.99

Mortgages wk chg last

(Previous and change figures reflect current contract.)

Markets Can’t find your stock?
Visit SunSentinel.com/stocks to look up current prices

PalmBeachGardens.
Statewide, single-family

sales inched up 1 percent,
while the median price
rose 7 percent to $240,000,
according to the Florida
Realtors trade group.

As for South Florida’s
condominium market,
which includes town-
homes, sales declined in
Broward and Miami-Dade
counties but increased 5
percent from a year earlier
in PalmBeachCounty.

Median condo prices
rose in all three counties,
hitting $156,000 in
Broward, $175,000 in Palm

Beach County and
$225,000 inMiami-Dade.

The median means half
the properties sold for
more andhalf for less.

Jeffrey Levine, first vice
president of the Realtors of
the Palm Beaches and
Greater Fort Lauderdale,
said some buyers are set-
ting their sights on town-
homes as single-family af-
fordability diminishes.

“That’s aprice range that
people can afford,” he said.
“And we have a lot of new-
construction townhomes
coming on the market,
which is helping.”

Levine said many condo
mortgages require down
payments of 20 to 25 per-
cent, but townhomebuyers

typically can get 3 percent
down financing from the
Federal Housing Adminis-
tration or 5 percent down
froma conventional loan.

TheRealtors of the Palm
Beaches and Greater Fort
Lauderdale is a merger of
the Realtor boards in Palm
Beach and Broward coun-
ties.

Themerger, approvedby
the National Association of
Realtors onAug. 30, creates
the third-largest trade
group in the country, after
the Miami Association of
Realtors and the Houston
Association of Realtors.

powers@sunsentinel.com,
561-243-6529 or Twitter
@PaulOwers
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daily rate rose to $108.59
from $106.17, new data re-
leased Wednesday by the
industry analytics firm STR
showed.

Meanwhile, Broward’s
revenue per available room
ticked up to $81.31 from
$77.45 a year ago.

Palm Beach County en-
joyed slightly higher occu-
pancyof63.4percentversus
62.9 percent inAugust 2016,
while its averagedaily room
rate inched up to $115.80
from $115.71. However, reve-
nue per available room
grew to $73.45 from $72.76
last year, STRdata showed.

In Miami-Dade County,
hotelswere 75.4percent oc-
cupied compared with 73.7
percent in the same 2016
month. And average daily
rates rose to $145.01 from
$143.64 last year.

Hotels in theGreaterMi-
ami area saw revenue per
room of $109.32 versus
$105.80 in the year before.

Although many of Flor-
ida’s key tourist destina-
tions along its coastal and
central areas were effected
to some degree by Hurri-
cane Irma, tourism officials
havesincebeenhangingout
the “We’re Open” for busi-
ness sign for travelers.

On Monday, Broward

hosted its first group since
Irma– the2017 ICESScien-
ce Conference — which
runs through today at the
Greater Fort Lauderdale/
Broward County Conven-
tionCenter.

“No disruptions are ex-
pected to several major
pieces of convention center
business which will use the
facility in the near future,”
said the Greater Fort Lau-
derdale Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau in a post-storm
update.

Looking ahead to the re-
mainderof2017, thetourism
bureausaid itplans toaccel-
erate marketing efforts in
key domestic and interna-
tional markets to promote
the peak winter travel sea-
son, attract meetings and
convention business and
spread the word that the
area is ready to welcome

visitors back.
Similarly, Palm Beach

County tourismofficials are
eager to let meeting plan-
ners know the area is open
to their groups and conven-
tions.

“We’ve seen a dramatic
increase in the number of
groups and meetings
booked for this destination
in the past year, particularly
after the opening of the
400-room Hilton West
Palm Beach, connected to
the convention center,” said
Jorge Pesquera, president
of Discover The Palm
Beaches, the county’s tour-
ismmarketer.

“We remained open be-
fore, during and after the
storm made landfall,” said
John Parkinson, the
Hilton’s general manager.
“We are incredibly fortu-
nate to not have been im-
pacted, and grateful to have
been able to provide shelter
to our guests, team mem-
bers and first responders.”

In Miami-Dade, tourism
officials have announced
that the area is open for
business and other visitors
to return, noting that most
hotels reported little or no
damage from Irma and its
convention center suffered
no exterior storm impact.

asatchell@sunsentinel.com,
954-356-4209 orTwitter
@TheSatchreport
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“No disruptions
are expected to
several major
pieces of conven-
tion center busi-
ness which will use
the facility in the
near future.

Greater Fort Lauderdale
Convention & Visitors
Bureau

“warm and sunny” South
Florida will be an alluring
juxtaposition to “wet and
cold” Seattle.

“Weare thenextmetrop-
olis that they should be
looking at,” said Kellie
Smallridge, CEO of the
Business Development
Board.

Since Amazon put out a
request for proposals for a
second headquarters this
month, more than a hun-
dred communities have al-
readysaidthey’re interested
— including Los Angeles,
Baltimore, Brooklyn, Chi-
cago and Orlando. Even
Gary, Ind., wants to be
looked at. It took out an ad
in theNewYorkTimes that
admitted its proposal “may
seem far-fetched,” but so
was Amazon.com’s me-
teoric rise after starting op-
erations out of the Seattle
garage of owner Jeff Bezos.

Broward County Com-
missioner Michael Udine
didn’t buy an ad, but he sent
alettertoBezosonWednes-
day, touting the region —
and in particular, his north-
westBrowarddistrict—asa
great location for Amazon,
which had $136 billion in
sales last year.

South Florida’s three
business development
boards will be coming up
with potential sites in each
of the three counties that
could handle the project,
whether through infill de-

velopment or on currently
undeveloped land. The pro-
posal request says the com-
pany is looking for up to100
acres.

The company’s Seattle
headquarters is made up of
33 buildings andhas 40,000
workers.

David Coddington, vice
president of business devel-
opment for theGreater Fort
Lauderdale Alliance, said
the economic development
Amazon would spur is so
much greater than the
more-normal wooing of
businesses thatwould bring
several thousandemployees
to SouthFlorida.

“It’s beyond a game-
changer. You’re building a
citywithin a city,” Codding-
ton said.

Coddington and Small-
ridge said SouthFlorida has
the good transportation op-
tions Amazon is seeking,
with three international air-
ports and the soon-to-open
Brightline commuter train
that will serve Miami, Fort
Lauderdale, West Palm
Beach and eventually Or-
lando. But a New York
Times analysis, which
picked Denver as the best
choiceforAmazonbasedon
the company’s request for
proposals, eliminated South
Florida after it had made it
to the paper’s final 14 be-
cause of its “weak transit
and bad congestion rank-
ings.”

In addition to a great cli-
mate and miles of sandy
beaches, business officials
say South Florida has a ro-

bust collection of colleges
and universities, a strong
workforce and attractive
housing.

But the region is off to a
slow start in the competi-
tion, which was announced
justaspeopleherewereget-
ting set to deal with Hurri-
cane Irma. The deadline for
proposals is Oct. 19. Officials
say theywillmeet it.

“We’re savvy enough and
sophisticated enough, as
economic development
boards are, to put some-
thing together,” Smallridge
said. The team also expects
help from Enterprise Flor-
ida, the state’s business-re-
cruitment agency, which
couldputtogetheranincen-
tive package that would be
available to any Florida
community luckyenoughto
score the company’s head-
quarters.

Amazon, which spent
$8.7 billion to acquire
Whole Foods Market, re-
cently announced plans to
build an
885,000-square-foot fulfill-
ment center at the Opa-
Locka Airport and bring
about 1,000 full-time jobs to
South Florida. It also
opened a
50,000-square-foot Prime
Now processing hub inMi-
ami’s Wynwood Arts Dis-
trict in June for delivering
groceries, electronics and
other items to Amazon
Primemembers.

lbarszewski@SunSentinel
.com, 954-356-4556, Twitter
@lbarszewski
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companies are involved in
humanitarian relief efforts
throughout the Caribbean
in thewake of Irma.

Last Friday, the Norwe-
gian Sky arrived in Miami
from St. Thomas with hun-
dreds of stranded visitors
and displaced residents af-
ter Irma damaged homes
and businesses, Norwegian
CruiseLine said.

The ship also offloaded
35palettes ofmuch-needed
relief supplies during that
rescue mission, including
plywood, tarps, hammers,
nails, bedding and towels
andnon-perishable food.

Last week, cruise behe-
moth Carnival Corp., the
Miami Heat Charitable
Fund and the Micky and

Madeleine Arison Family
Foundation pledged up to
$10 million in funding and
in-kind support for Hurri-
cane Irma relief. And $2.5
million was immediately
donated to three relief or-
ganizations to support ur-
gent hurricane recovery ef-
forts.

The Doral-based cruise
company owns and op-
erates nine cruise lines in-
cluding Carnival, Princess,
Holland America, Costa,
Seabourn and Cunard.
Eleven Carnival Cruise
Line ships are transporting
emergency supplies to im-
pacted Florida and Carib-
bean ports as they sail to
those regions.

The relief aidwill benefit
hard-hit islands such as
GrandTurk,St.Maarten,St.
Thomas, Antigua and Bar-
buda, Carnival Corp. said.

“Hurricane Irma’s im-
pact strikes close to home
both in our home state of
Florida and across the Ca-
ribbean, where we and our
brands have made many
friends and partners over
manyyears,” companyCEO
Arnold Donald, said in a
statement.

Royal Caribbean Inter-
national also sent three
ships to impacted areas
with provisions and to as-
sist in evacuation efforts,
and plans to continue as-
sisting in thecomingweeks.
Provisions delivered so far
include 17,060 gallons of
water; 7,831 gallons of milk;
7,000 pounds of ice and
4,200 rolls of toilet tissue,
the company said.

asatchell@sun-sentinel
.com, 954-356-4209, Twitter
@TheSatchreport
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