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m Many residents, visitors embrace ‘TFifty Shades of Grey’ at Silverspot

CARCLIRA MIALOSTAT

Amber Hill, left, and Lisa Mellinger try on masks their friend bought for them before a s‘howing of “50 Shades of Grey" at Silverspot

Cinema at Mercato on Friday.

By Chris Silk
cstlk@naplgsnews.com; 239-435-3442

What do women want?
“Take a picture of meeeeeee!”
A petite blonde in rhine-
& stone-covered heels and a
Ml short, very short, mini dress
— so short the mini isin dan-
ger of ceasing to become a
. gkirt at all and transform into
% ashirt—climbsatopa couch
in the lobby of Silverspot at
Mercato’s Red Room.
It’s just 4:15 p.m., and an early mati-
nee of “Fifty Shades of Grey™ has just
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toenrich herself. NATION, 25A. ...

| like all that sexuality. A tittle kinky is good
for you. It gets the spirit going.”

Corrina Koster, 2 visitor to Naples after watching the new "Fifty Shades of Grey” movie

inthe23%.com

subscribers can see more photos, read movie
review, get local showtimes and vote in our enline -
poll: Are you going to watch “Fifty Shadesof Grey”?

let out. The novel {and film) focus ona
sadomasochistic relationship between
Anastasia Steele and Christian Grey. It's
explicit, erotic — and women love it.
How much do they love it? Try
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100 million copies sold worldwide. For

-. context, the seven Harry Potter books

sold 450 million.

Oh. Our girl is still on the couch. She’s
trying (and failing) to stand — in heels,
on plushleather — inanefforttoreacha

" poster showing star Jamie Dornan’s lips.

“Get a picture!” i
“The Girls,” as friend June Strada,

See GREY, 4A

the latest in a string of customer service
homor stories for Comcast, could cost the
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‘Pinnacle’
Valentine's
Day date

m One sweet gesture by

husband leads to another
by Capital Grille staff

By Brandi Broxson - _
bkbroxson@naplesnews.com; 239-403-6135

Joe Zavattaro didn’t pick up the phone at
bis North Naples home Wednesday to make a
Valentine's reservation. ausmsfaeaaaan oo

" Hewas hopingtowin == —"
one. See a list of Valentine's

Zavattaro, 82, had Day dining specialsin .
read about a contest Collierandsouthlee
for a last-minute Val- counties.
entine’s Day reservation at Capital Grille in
the Daily News. The contest asked for par-
ticipants to submit one word to describe their
spouse on Facebook for a chance to win.

] wanted to do something for my wife and
1 thought if I ever won that it would be a big
surprise for her,” he said. -

But Facebook turned out to be an obstacle
for Zavattaro, a former baseball player. After

EihasiiEus.aan

See DATE, 4A

CAROLING HDALGO/STAFF .

Sharron and Joe Zavattaro are shown at their Naples
home Friday. The eouple will have a complimentary
Valentine’s Day dinner at The Capital Grille, even
though Joe Zavattaro, a former professional baseball
player, didn’t win the restaurant’s contest.
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CENDLING MBA UGS TAT 1)

Karen and Bruce Larson, left, and Katie Thomas and Doroteja Bubulyte watch previews from the front row as viewers file in for the 6:45 p.m. screening of “50 Shades of Grey” at
Silverspot Cinema at the Mercato in Naples on Friday. [ ]
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of Naples, calls the group,
are out on the town. After
i quick photo, the group
departs for Blue Martini,
perhaps in search of a
Christian Grey all their
ow1.

Corrina Koster, visit-
ing Naples from Amster-
dam, read British author
E.L. James’s entire trilogy
of erotic novels in just four
days after downloading
them to her Nook eReader.

Koster emerged ftom a

late afternoon show with
positive reviews.

1 like all that sexuality,”
Koster said. “A little kinky
is good for you. It gets the
spirit going,” ,

Young and old and men
and women and boys and
girls head into the four
screens at Silverspot show-
iﬁuilgx1 the R-rated $40 million

Keri Call and two girl-

" friends make their husbands

wait while they enjoy an

extra drink (or three) in the
lobby of the Red Room.

Call, dressed for the oc-
casion in a stylish crushed
velvet top and leopard print
shoes, read all three books
and came out of the filrn hat-
ing Christian Grey.

“She (Anastasia) was the
kind of girl who was search-
ing,” Call said. ,

“She didn’t know she
loved herself till she loved
hj.m..” .

- And the men came, too,
Most often with their wives
and girlfriends, although

DATE
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getting frustrated, he called Cap-
ital Grille.and ended up on the
phone with manager Tina Berte.

She tried troubleshooting, but
nothing worked. Berte asked Za-
vattaro how long he had been on

Facebook.

Caryn Rasnick shares a toast with friends While during her bachelorette gathering at
Silverspot Cinema at the Mercato in Naples on Friday. Rasnick and more than a dozen of her
friends gathered at the theater to have dinner _l;efore a showing of “50 Shades of Grey.”

one poot gentleman wear-
ing socks, sandals, a faded
tee and more than a few tat-
toos popped right back out
to the bar about a half-hour

" after the show started.

Fortifications were re-
quired.
Doug Lippert, munching

popcorn alongside his wife

(who declined to speak),
said he “tead the good parts”
of the novel and was specifi-
cally looking for “hot sex.”
* Lippert said he believed
people read the book out of
“curiosity” and “a desire to
find out if they’re missing
anything.” _
Then he asked to make
sure to print that he had
been married for 45 years.

Berte found an old black-and-
white photo of him on Google
from his time as a baseball coach
at Massachusetts College of Lib-
eral Arts and added itto the profile.
Shelearned ofhis 30-plus-year ca-
reer as a coach and athletic direc-
tor, and about an athletic complex
named for Zavattaro in North
Adams, Massachusetts, near the

college.

A few seats away, Bosto-
nians Debbi Michaud and
Linda Donovan led a group
of ladies all down from
frigid New England for a
golfing holiday who fired
off spirited answers to a
reporter’s questions and

poked fun at a companion

who hadn’t read the book.
“She’s 72,” Michaud said

of her friend. “And she’s

looking for an education!”

" Theladies all cited “cu-

riosity” as one factor in
their decision to pick up
“Fifty Shades,” a sentiment
echoed by Silverspot mar-
keting executive Randi Em-
mer.

Silverspot jumped into
the “Fifty Shades” promo-

&

place in the Gampus Center Gym.  that night,

tine’s Day, | think

tional game with a Face-
book photo contest, pro-
motional items and a list of
specialty cocktails, includ-
ing a $9 Red Room Cosmo,
named for Christian Grey’s
sex dungeon.

“Tt’s fun,” Emmer said
of the film. “It’s just a great
night ‘out and being entet-
tained.” * -

Caryn Rasnick obviously

‘agreed. Rasnick tapped Sil-

verspot to host her bach-
elorette party. A dozen or
more:women sipped wine
and nibbled snacks, includ-
ing Anastasia (just like
in the novel) Phillips of
Naples, who hadn't (no, re-
fused to) read the novel and
flagged me down to declare

For him to care so much for his
wife to do something he's never
done, something that seems so simple to
us, just to try to take her out for Valen-

that’s so sweet.”
" Tina Berta, manager at Capital Grille in North Naples

Silverspot Cinema's “Red Room™ bar at Mercato offered a
special cocktail menu for the premiere of “560 Shades of Grey”
Friday night in Naples, which included a cosmeypolitad made
with Grey Goose L'Orange, fight, and a vanilla-flavored cock-
tail- made with Grey Goose Le Melon.™ .

“they should not have used
my name in vain.”

“Doyouremember ‘Pent-
house Letters?” * Phillips
asked. “ ‘Penthouse Let-
ters’ were better written
than that.” :

And then there was Katie
'Thomas, who made a face

when a reporter asked if
she had ever read the book
and then followed up with
“why are you watching the
film?” ]

“Have you ever heard of
hate-watching?” ;

So, even when its bad,
sex sells?

it

Valentine’s Day at Capital Grille for
the last 10 years, said the restaurant
had apacked schedule: ;
vations for the day. Some
made almost ayearinadvance.
Berte called Joe Zavattaro with
the news Thursday.
“T said, ‘They’re picking the
winner today; but I don’t want

to chance it. If you don’t win, we
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