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callbacks later, he said I
had the part.”

As to why he got the
role of curious, rebellious
Mason, he says, “I'm
not sure Richard entire-
ly knows. He tends to go
with his instincts, I think.
If T had to guess, it’s that
we look at the world in
kind of a similar way.”

In the early filming, the
character of Mason was
mostly drawn from Lin-
klater’s life and that of
Ethan Hawke, who plays
Mason’s dad. But as time
went on, the writer-di-
rector based more of the
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character on Coltrane.

“Yeah, Richard was al-
ways asking me for input
as I was growing up. And
as [ became more of a
person and had more in-
put to give, that became
what the character was
because I had more ideas
and more thoughts to
contribute.”

Coltrane had little im-
pression of what the com-
pleted movie would be
like.

“That was kind of the
gift of it being over such
along period of time,”
he says. “And also Rich-
ard, kind of intention-
ally, veered the focus
away from us ever real-
ly thinking about the final
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product. Especially for
me and Lorelei (Linklat-
er, the director’s daugh-
ter, who plays his sister),
I think, he never showed
us any of the dailies or
anything. We were just
allowed to be lost in the
process of making it. I
think that’s how all proj-
ects should be.”
Coltrane first watched
the finished film alone
in a screening room.
“Richard wisely suggest-
ed that I watch it by my-
self a few times before
we took it to Sundance. It
was very emotional, this
kind of catharsis,” he re-
calls. “You spend your
whole life wondering
how you’re changing

over time and to see it in
front of you like that and
such a reflection of what
I went through, the input
that I had into the charac-
ter’s emotional response
to things, to see that
played out is intense.”
He is not sure about
a career in acting, since
he also has interests in
photography and art,
but Coltrane expects to
make a few more mov-
ies at least. “That’s really
the greatest thing about
all of this, getting to meet
so many people, so many
filmmakers and actors.
There’s a lot of people
that I don’t want to work
with, but a lot of people
that I really do.”

He may look back on
“Boyhood” as just an ear-
ly film on his résumé, but
he likes the idea of one
day showing it to his fu-
ture son. “Yeah, I defi-
nitely think about that. It
will definitely always be a
part of my life,” says Col-
trane. “And I also think
about what it will be for
me in 10 years to watch
it, y’know?

“Because right now,
the guy at the end of the
movie, it wasn’t that long
ago that [ was that guy.
But when I’m 35, I’ll look
at it and it will seem a dif-
ferent person maybe.”

hapsterli@att.net

‘As | became
more of a
person and
had more
input to give,
that became
what the
character was
because | had
more ideas ...
to contribute.’

Ellar Coltrane

Tom Arnold (left) and Sean Bean are among the stars of
“Any Day.” Arnold will appear at the festival and receive the
Showmanship Award. CONTRIBUTED

Festival
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Even director Piv-
en, older sister of Jere-
my (“Entourage”), con-
cedes that “Welcome to
Me” may not be to every-
one’s taste.

“I feel like this is an ar-
ea of the country that
may not get this film in
theaters,” she says. So
showing her movie —
which also stars James
Marsden, Tim Robbins
and Joan Cusack - here
is a way to get word-of-
mouth going and a way of
saying thank you to the
area.

“It’s a very welcom-
ing place and it’s a love-
ly film festival,” says Piv-
en of her experience with
“Fully Loaded.” “The
audience was a good
cross-section of trans-
planted New Yorkers -
people who remind me
of my great-aunts and un-
cles - and then kind of
the younger Palm Beach
crowd.”

As to the likely recep-
tion for “Welcome to
Me,” Piven says, “Ireal-
ly feel that it can speak to
many kinds of people.”

But ask her to describe
the film and she will tell
you what it isn’t. “It’s not
a mainstream comedy,
let’s put it that way.”

Like constructing a
good concert act, a film
festival seeks a strong
opener and a memorable
closer. PBIFF’s closing
night film is “While We’re
Young” by indie darling
Noah Baumbach (“The
Squid and the Whale,”
“Frances Ha”). It stars
Ben Stiller and Naomi
Watts as a middle-aged
couple whose profession-
al and personal lives are
disrupted by the arrival
of a younger couple.

Another sidebar to the
festival that is bound to
be popular is “The Jew-
ish Experience,” a col-
lection of current, cut-
ting-edge Jewish/Israe-
li-centric films, includ-
ing two world premieres,
an official Oscar submis-
sion (“Bulgarian Rhapso-
dy”) and “Is That You?,”
a nominee for Israel’s top
movie award, the OPHIR.

In all, there will be
close to 130 films - fea-
tures, shorts and docu-
mentaries - unspooling at
venues throughout Palm
Beach County, including

12 world premieres and 15
United States premieres,
from such nations as Ger-
many, Poland, Venezue-
la, the United Kingdom
and East Timor, with the
first feature film ever pro-
duced there.

Festival screenings will
be held at Muvico Pa-
risian 20 in West Palm
Beach, Cobb Downtown
at the Gardens and Cin-
emark Palace 20 in Boca
Raton.

Stars abound
at festival

OK, it wouldn’t be a
Palm Beach Internation-
al Film Festival with-
out a few stars. And
could it be a coincidence
that the festival is turn-
ing 20 while it is honor-
ing 20-year-old Ellar Col-
trane of the Oscar-win-
ning “Boyhood,” which
records his growth over
12 years, from 6 to 18?
The Austin native will re-
ceive the Shooting Star
Award for his stellar
emergence on the film
scene.

He’s not exactly a star,
but Tom Arnold is fly-
ing in to support his new
film, “Any Day,” about an
ex-fighter who finds re-
demption from his trou-

Noah Baumbach’s marriage comedy “While We’re Young,” starring Ben Stiller and Naomi
Watts, is being screened ahead of its commercial release as part of the Atlanta Film
Festival. CONTRIBUTED BY ATLANTA FILM FESTIVAL
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bled past. So he will leave
with the Showmanship
Award which sounds

like what it is, a prize for
showing up.

And then there is
West Palm Beach native
George McCrae, disco
royalty for the mega-pop-
ular “Rock Your Baby,”
who returns to his home-
town with the film, “Re-
cord Man,” a music-filled
history of disco made by
a former festival volun-
teer. This Saturday, Mc-
Crae will receive the key
to the city. That night,
the festival honorees will
receive their awards at a
VIP disco party, where
McCrae will be perform-
ing.

It was not that long ago
that the Palm Beach In-
ternational Film Festi-
val’s future was in doubt.
Now it is showing signs of
a firmer financial footing
and expansion. For in-
stance, this year the fes-
tival is going bi-coastal.
While it kicks off at City-
Place today, it will have
a presence on the west
coast of Florida, with a
screening of “X+Y” at Sil-
verspot Cinema in Na-
ples, as well as an open-
ing reception there that
evening.

But the bigger news is
that PIFF has taken up
permanent residence in
Plaza del Mar in Manala-
pan. There it will show
movies year-round, but
“it’s not just going to be
a place to see films,” ex-
plains Emerman. “It’s
going to be a multi-use
venue. We’ll have semi-
nars and music and the-
ater. Our goal, in the fu-
ture, to have it as an edu-
cational center, for chil-
dren and adults.” The
space, vacant since last
fall, needs some renova-
tion, new equipment in-
stallation and a paint job,
but Emerman hopes to
open it for business later
this year.

hapsterli@att.net

The documentary“Record
Man,”is a music-filled
history of disco that
includes West Palm Beach’s
own George McRae(left).
McCrea and KC and the
Sunshine Band emerged
from Miami’s TK Records
label and the studios

of Henry Stone. From
distributing records out of
his ‘48 Packard to running
the largest independent
label of the '70s, Henry’s
story spans the dramatic
arc of the record business
from inception through the
digital age. CONTRIBUTED
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