
By Hap Erstein
ArtsPaper Film Writer

Remember when the Palm Beach 
International Film Festival was born? 
Believe it or not, that was 20 years ago, 
and the eight-day celebration of movies 
from around the world that begins 
on March 26 will “dazzle and surprise our 
audiences like they’ve never seen before,” 
according to the festival’s president and 
CEO, Randi Emerman.

Some 130 films — features, shorts 
and documentaries — will unspool at 
venues throughout Palm Beach County, 
including 12 world premieres and 15 

United States premieres. Filmmakers and 
screen talent, including the remarkable 

young subject of the 
Oscar-winning Boyhood, 
Ellar Coltrane, will be 
in attendance, as well 
as songwriter George 
McCrae. 

Independent director 
Shira Piven, whose career 
has been nurtured by 
PBIFF, will open the 

festival with her latest, Welcome to Me, 
and director Noah Baumbach closes it 
with, While We’re Young, following a 
retrospective of his body of work.

Perhaps the most tangible evidence 
of the festival’s financial health is the 
announcement that it will be acquiring 
the darkened Plaza Theatre in Manalapan 
as a year-round venue, to show films, hold 
seminars and other educational events, 
as well as renting out the space for live 
theater.

Just as the festival has matured 
over two decades, so have many of the 
filmmakers showcased here. For instance, 
Piven’s first feature, Fully Loaded, was 
in the 2009 Palm Beach festival and it 
won the Audience Favorite Award. She 
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Kristin Wiig stars in director Shira Piven's Welcome to Me, which will open the Palm Beach Film Festival. Photo provided

By Dale King
ArtsPaper Arts Writer

Not all that ago, the Festival of the 
Arts Boca ended its weekly run with 
a gala performance of Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony, led by violinist Itzhak 
Perlman.

This year, for the ninth version of the 
performing arts-and-literature gathering 
that commandeers the west end of Mizner 
Park in Boca Raton, Beethoven’s Ninth 
will again bring the festival — at least the 
musical events — to a close. 

But this year, the Festival Orchestra 
will be joined by the Master Chorale of 

South Florida and the Young People’s 
Chorus of New York City for the 
symphony, a work that had a huge impact 
on all the composers who came after the 
piece’s premiere in May of 1824. 

Soloists will include soprano Melody 
Moore, mezzo-soprano Margaret 
Mezzacappa, tenor Joseph Kaiser and bass 
Salomon Howard; the March 14 concert 
will be conducted by festival music 
director Constantine Kitsopoulos.

The entire festival, which opened 
March 6 and lasts through March 15, 
is under the direction of Joanna Marie 
Kaye, who as “Joanna Marie” interviewed 
many a classical musician for more than 

10 years at WXEL-90.7 FM.
It’s a job that helped give her a wide 

knowledge of the area’s arts climate.
“I have been involved with it for many 

years,” said Kaye, who now works for the 
people she used to converse with on the 
radio, festival chairmen and co-directors 
Charlie Siemon and Wendy Larsen. She 
got the job last July when she returned 
to Boca after a two-year gig as managing 
director at WQED in Pittsburgh.

Schooled in broadcasting, and with 
a degree in music performance, Kaye 
is never far from the arts scene. Her 
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