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MARMADUKE BRAD & PAUL ANDERSON

THE LOCKHORNS BUNNY HOEST & JOHN REINER

THE FLYING McCOYS GLENN & GARY McCOY

CRYPTOQUOTE

Y W H F M W Y I    G S R    Y W R    

I W G Q H E I    H T    H F S    

T R R N L J M I     —    G N E G D I    

Q G S X R S ,    R U V Y L R S    

G J Q    I L U V N R S .    

—    T S L R Q S L O W    J L R Y B I O W R

Thursday’s Cryptoquote: WITH 
THE NEW DAY COMES NEW STRENGTH 
AND NEW THOUGHTS. 
— ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

Q A A    L F W    K W Q J T - L V - J K P M E

X K V J Y H L D    P M    L F P D

D Y X W K R Q K E W L    H V R W    P M

N V L L A W D    V M A T .    P L ’ D    D V

Y M - H Q M M T .

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals R

Thursday’s Cryptoquip: IF A LETTER 
HAS REACHED SOMEBODY BY AIRMAIL, 
I GUESS YOU COULD SAY IT’S BEEN SENT 
FLYING.

CRYPTOQUIP

NON SEQUITUR WILEY

LUANN GREG EVANS

MARY WORTH JOE GIELLA & KAREN MOY

BREWSTER ROCKIT: SPACE GUY! TIM RICKARD

produce “The Brawler.” 
Both men also play FBI 
agents in the film.

“I play an FBI agent 
going after a con man. 
I’m one of the lead FBI 
guys, and I go after him,” 
Bernstein said. “I love 
acting. Acting is awe-
some. It’s fun to become 
different characters.”

Bernstein, 40, stud-
ied motion picture and 
theater production with 
a minor in marketing at 
the University of Miami, 
where he graduated in 
2000. In addition to 
his theatrical pursuits, 
Bernstein works for 
his father’s company, 
Richard S. Bernstein 
and Associates, Inc., 
handling group busi-
ness development, 
individual life insur-
ance and employee 
benefits analysis.

The elder Bernstein’s 
wife, Robin, last year 
became the U.S. ambas-
sador to the Dominican 
Republic. Bernstein’s 
mother, Michele 
Packer, who is mar-
ried to Al Packer Ford 
owner Mark Packer, 
was his first investor.

“She believed in 
me,” he said.

Before there was a 

media, television and 
film production program 
at Palm Beach Gardens 
High School, Bernstein 
graduated from the 
linear editing program 
there in 1996. He speaks 
to local high school and 
university students 
about the opportuni-
ties available to them.

“I always believed 

in myself. I wanted to 
do it,” Bernstein said 
of working in the film 
industry. “I was always 
intrigued by what hap-
pens on set and behind 
the scenes. People 
don’t know how hard 
it is to make a movie.”

@Speters09
speters@pbpost.com

‘BRAWLER’
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Sturkey worked long 
hours at other local 
barbershops. The support 
from his loyal clients, 
close friends and family 
helped him take a leap 
of faith into entrepre-
neurship. Sturkey said 
he had no prior business 
experience but relied 
on his father’s asser-
tion that deep inside he 
was a businessman.

“My father used to 
always call me, and I 
would tell him I want 
to be a football player. 
He’d say ‘No, Corey, 
you’re going to be a 
businessman.’  He’d 
speak that into me since 
a child,” Sturkey said.

Like any startup, 
Sturkey faced some 
financial setbacks 

and had to overcome 
hurdles to get Qure 
off the ground.

“The hardest part 
for me was when I had 
an investor that was 
supposed to give me 
$15,000 (and) backed 
out on me and disap-
peared for two years on 
the day after I signed 
my lease,” Sturkey said. 
“So I had to literally sell 
my car, take Uber for 
a year, moved back in 
with my father, sleep on 
my old twin size mat-
tress and I made every 
sacrifice it took for 
me to get my shop.”

Those struggles and 
Sturkey's underdog 
story were part of the 
documentary he showed 
at the shop's opening.

Sturkey said an unex-
pected angel investment 
relieved most of his 
pain. “Half of the money 
I got for my lease was 

given to me by a cli-
ent who I looked out for 
years ago. He wanted 
to pay it forward.”

Sturkey’s sacrifices 
and last minute angel 
investment worked. He 
says his motivation was 
to establish a legacy for 
his young son, family 
and community. He asks 
himself, "What impact 
did I leave in my com-
munity?” Sturkey said.

Now he makes that 
impact every day. As 
clients stream in for a 
new look and thought-
provoking conversation, 
Sturkey shares his advice.

“Understand the 
process of being cured 
is not going to be easy,” 
Sturkey said. “Embrace 
the fire, accept the chal-
lenges that comes with 
it, and don’t be afraid 
to make any sacrifices 
that’s necessary for you 
to become successful.”

BARBER
From Page D1

Arthur L. Bernstein and wife Karla Bernstein on the set 

of “The Brawler,” a movie that follows the life of Chuck 

Wepner, the inspiration for “Rocky.”  

[PHOTO COURTESY OF ARTHUR L. BERNSTEIN]

Q
uestion: First, 
Rabbi Gellman, let 
me thank you for 

the wisdom, tolerance 
and kindness you share 
in your column. I look 
forward to reading it each 
week and have often been 
comforted by your per-
ceptions. As for questions 
for God, I don’t really 
have any serious ones. I 
trust Him. I trust that it 
will all be set forth for us 
in His time. I believe God 
has a sense of humor (in 
fact, I think that is one 
of His underappreciated 
characteristics). If ever 
I doubted God’s exis-
tence (which I haven’t) 
or His sense of humor, it 
was clarified one night 
when I had stumbled into 
the bathroom without 
turning on any lights; 
my usual routine. But 
for some reason I did 
this particular night 
and there on the toilet 
seat ... was a huge slug! 
Sense of humor was the 
slug on the toilet seat; 
proof of God’s exis-
tence was that I turned 
on the light and didn’t 
sit down! So, I want to 
ask God what He had in 
mind when he created 
slugs. Rabbi, I hope you 
smiled. May God richly 
bless you. — From B

Answer: I am smil-
ing and I am blessed, 
dear B. I agree with you 
that God has a sense of 
humor and that it is by 
far God’s least appreci-
ated trait. The first funny 
part of the Bible — aside 

from the talking snake in 
the Garden of Eden — is 
the story of the Tower 
of Babel (Genesis 11:1-
9). After a tower up to 
Heaven is built we read, 
“And the Lord came 
down to see the city and 
the tower, which the 
children of men builded.” 
Got it, “the Lord came 
down.” Well, it is funny 
to me. Later on we have 
Balaam’s talking donkey 
in Numbers 22:21-39.

I would not say that 
the Bible is a laugh riot, 
but there are funny parts, 
and I do agree that some 
of God’s funniest works 
are strange- and creepy-
looking animals. The 
platypus itself is hilari-
ous. My Grandpa Lepa 
(my father Sol’s father) 
was a zookeeper at the 
Milwaukee Zoo and I 
remember him telling me 
that one day a visiting 
foreigner who had lived a 
sheltered life in Mongolia 
saw a giraffe for the first 
time in his life at the zoo 
and said to Lepa, “There 
is no such animal.”

God has made some 
seriously goofy creatures. 
However, I am not sure I 
would include the slug in 
the list of God’s funniest 
living things. The slug is 
part of a group of a group 
of gastropod mollusks 
with (snails) and without 
shells that kind of act like 
God’s organic dispose-
all army consuming the 
detritus of dead living 
things. They may be 
creepy, but they serve 
a purpose. The slug on 
your toilet seat reminds 
you that you are con-
nected to all living things.

My favorite poet, Mary 
Oliver, died last week, 
and her great gift was 
using nature as a portal 
to devotion and wonder. 

She once saw a dead rab-
bit on one of her walks 
in the woods around her 
home in Provincetown, 
Mass. She was unable to 
bury it but later discov-
ers, “a small bird’s nest 
lined pale / and silvery 
and the chicks — / are 
you listening, death? — 
warm in the rabbit’s fur.”

She wrote of wild 
geese, “Whoever you are, 
no matter how lonely, 
/ the world offers itself 
to your imagination, / 
calls to you like the wild 
geese, harsh and excit-
ing — / over and over 
announcing your place 
in the family of things.”

In her last col-
lection of poems, 
“Devotions,” her spiri-
tuality is compelling. 
She wrote, “Lord God, 
mercy is in your hands, 
pour / me a little,”

She had the best notion 
of how to pray. In “Six 
Recognitions of the 
Lord — Praying,” she 
gives us these prayerful 
directions: “Just / pay 
attention, then patch 
/ a few words together 
and don’t try / to make 
them elaborate, this 
isn’t / a contest but the 
doorway / into thanks.”

And as for you, dear 
B, may you avoid slugs 
on your toilet seat and 
may you read Mary 
Oliver poems (start 
with “The Journey”) 
and may you pray the 
24th and 25th verses 
from the 104th Psalm,

“How manifold are 
thy works! in wisdom 
hast thou made them 
all: the earth is full of thy 
riches. So is this great 
and wide sea, wherein 
are things creeping 
innumerable, both small 
and great beasts.”

Rest in peace, Mary.

God can be humorous, 
but always purposeful

T H E  G O D  S Q U A D

Marc Gellman

Corey “Bonez” Sturkey with his son Kai at Qure barbershop. [ANTHONY CLARK/ICON]
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