
Raiders’ Carl Nassib is NFL’s
first openly gay active player 
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Claudette regains tropical storm status
after leaving 14 dead in Alabama. 10A

Boca parks go cleaner, greener

City bans balloons, confetti, plastic
foam containers at some properties.1B XCIAEB-10000x
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Weather

High 89° | Low 79°
Cloudy. Forecast, 8C

It was a turbulent year for makers of hand san-
itizers, but a Palm Beach County company senses
that a semblance of business normalcy lies ahead.

“Last year everybody and their mother thought
they can build an antimicrobial business. There
were so many serial entrepreneurs out there,” said
Mike Motta, president of Boca Raton based-Safety
First Labs. “A lot of those companies are going out of
business by the hundreds of dozens.”

A year ago, as consumers scrambled to get their
hands on sanitizers, a myriad number of companies
entered the business. Now, with the COVID-19 pan-
demic waning in the U.S., stores are stocked with
pallets full of hand sanitizer, an item that was once
close to impossible to find. Now it’s available in
huge quantities at bargain prices and is being of-
fered by the pallet on liquidation.com.

Some brands of sanitizers are also the subject of
various lawsuits with allegations ranging from
price gouging to misleading claims to harmful in-
gredients. 

In March, a class action lawsuit was filed in fed-

Palm Beach Day Academy eighth grade student
Libby Spurlock sanitizes her hands after having
her temperature checked during the first day of
orientation in August 2020. 
DAMON HIGGINS/PALM BEACH POST

Sanitizer
firm looks
to business 
as usual
Boca Raton’s Safety First Labs
weathered pandemic scramble

Susan Salisbury Special to Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SANITIZER, Page 2A

The jobless rate in Palm Beach County in May reached its lowest point since the

pandemic began in March of last year, as the state readied this week to end extra

help under a federal program to those without jobs. • CareerSource Palm Beach

County and the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity reported Friday that last

month’s unemployment rate in the county was 4.6%. That figure was lower than the

5.5% U.S. jobless number for May as well as the state’s 5% unemployment figure.

It also was 9.7 percentage points lower than
the unemployment rate in May 2020, or 14.3%,
just before the county and state reopened from
the economic shutdown ordered to slow the
spread of the virus and to keep hospitals and
health care networks from being overrun with
cases and infections.

But it was just 0.1% lower than in April of this
year. And it was well above the historic lows —
below 3% — registered in early 2020.

Do jobless benefits dissuade people
from working? Debate rages on

The relatively still-high rate, combined with
slower job growth across the country in previous
months, has touched off a political debate over
continued bolstering of state unemployment
benefits under a federal program.

A worker clears debris from concrete during construction of the Atlantic Crossing in Delray Beach on
March 8. THOMAS CORDY/PALM BEACH POST

County’s jobless 
rate drops to 4.6%

Hits lowest point since pandemic’s start; $300 benefit ends

Antonio Fins Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

See JOBLESS, Page 2A

The Supreme Court on Monday ruled against the
NCAA in a landmark antitrust case that specifically
challenged the association’s ability to have national
limits on benefits for athletes that are related to educa-
tion, but more broadly had raised doubts about its
ability to limit benefits at all.

The ruling will end the association’s nationwide
limits on education-related benefits athletes can re-
ceive for playing college sports.

In upholding lower-court rulings, the justices af-
firmed an injunction that could fundamentally alter
the NCAA’s system of amateurism.

Athletes playing Division I men’s or women’s bas-
ketball or Bowl Subdivision football will be able to re-
ceive benefits from their schools that include cash or
cash-equivalent awards based on academics or gradu-

ation.
Among the other benefits that schools also can offer

are scholarships to complete undergraduate or gradu-
ate degrees at any school and paid internships after
athletes have completed their collegiate sports eligi-

Supreme Court rules against NCAA 
Steve Berkowitz USA TODAY

See NCAA, Page 3A

The justices affirmed an
injunction that could
fundamentally alter the
NCAA’s system of amateurism.
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eral court in the Southern District of Florida against
Virgin Scent, Inc., doing business as Art Naturals, and
Walmart alleging that the products contain danger-
ously high levels of benzene, a known cancer-causing
chemical. A second lawsuit filed in April in California
makes the same allegations and says the products
were also sold at Target and Amazon.

It’s a challenging time for the sanitizing industry.
But Motta at Safety First Labs, a marketer and distrib-
utor of hand sanitizer, disinfectants and cleaning
wipes, said he expects hand sanitizer sales to be back
to normal by October or November.

“We will be back to the core companies selling hand
sanitizer,” Motta said. “We are right there in the mix.
We feel like we have an advantage. We’ve got some
good products that are readily available.”

Boca Raton hand sanitizer company’s product
now sold at Home Depot stores

Motta, who has worked in the chemical industry for
30 years in leadership roles for global companies such
as BASF and ZEP, became president of Safety First
Labs two months ago. Safety First Labs, a sales, mar-
keting and distribution firm founded in Boca Raton in
2003, has 50 employees. It procures products from
manufacturers in Tampa; Greensboro, N.C.; Irvine and

Gardena, Calif.; and Woodinville, Wash.
The company plans to continue to sell hand sanitiz-

er, disinfectants and wipes. One of the products it
markets and distributes, Briotech Sanitizer, an eco-
friendly surface disinfectant with no harsh chemicals,
was recently added to Home Depot’s lineup. In April,
the company was nominated by Home Depot Pro as an
“outstanding new partner.”

The market for surface disinfectant products, espe-
cially those with non-toxic ingredients, is expected to
continue to grow due to the increase in hospital-ac-
quired infections and an increase in the number of
surgeries, according to Future Market Insights and
other industry experts.

As the pandemic began in 2020, the hand sanitizer
market was glutted with product from Mexico and oth-
er parts of the world that often lacked U.S. Food and
Drug Administration approval. In addition, U.S. distil-
leries were given temporary exemptions and a permit-
ted to produce hand sanitizer.

Those days are almost over.
“That is all going away. We won’t see distilleries pro-

ducing it anymore,” Motta said. “The mass market has
slowed down. The hospitality industry is starting to
pick back up and is buying it.”

Safety First’s products are FDA-approved and made
in FDA-regulated facilities. Its Safety First brand hand
sanitizer, produced in California, is 70 percent alcohol
with aloe and a eucalyptus fragrance. 

The EPA has also taken action against unregulated
producers, including those making claims that were
not approved. Motta said the FDA regulates products
that touch the skin, such as hand sanitizer, while the
EPA regulates surface cleaners.

Consumers came to question product 
claims and safety 

On the disinfectant front, consumers across the
country are questioning whether the chemicals used
in the sprays are safe, and lawsuits seeking class-ac-
tion status have been filed against some producers. 

Lawsuits in Minnesota allege that St. Paul, Minn.-
based Ecolab’s disinfectant OxyCide is the cause of
various hospital employees’ injuries such as breathing
problems, headaches and nausea.

To check whether a disinfectant is approved by the
EPA, Motta advises going to the agency’s List N at epa-
.gov. To find a product on the EPA List N, consumers
should check the EPA registration number on the
product to ensure it is on the list, the EPA states on its
website.

The federal agency cautions that “just because a
product label states that it ‘kills 99.9 percent of virus-
es,’ this does not necessarily mean that it will be effec-
tive against the coronavirus.” It adds that consumers
should “follow all label directions including the recom-
mended contact time, which is the amount of time the
product needs to remain wet on a surface.”

Motta said that Briotech, a disinfectant manufac-
tured by Briotech in Woodinville, Wash., and marketed
and distributed by Safety First, does not contain any of
the traditional chemicals such as ammonia, bleach, or
corrosive chemicals.

“Those are the traditional disinfectants that are
sprayed all over the world today. There are a number of
class-action lawsuits. People are now just starting to
question, what are we breathing? Will this have a long-
term effect on my respiratory system?” Motta said.

Instead, Briotech’s sanitizer gets its germ-killing
power from hypochlorous acid, known as HOCl, which
is found in the white blood cells of the human body. It
is non-toxic and has been used to treat wounds since
World War I. When using Briotech, it is not necessary
to wear any personal protective equipment as it pre-
sents no skin or lung irrigation risks, the company
says.

Briotech was invented by Briotech’s founder and
chief innovation officer Dan Terry, and has been on the
market since 2013. Its patented process allows the
product to have shelf life of one year. HOCL products
made by other firms have a shelf life of 90 days or less.

“That’s critically important because people who are
familiar with HOCl and have used it in the past and
liked it have switched away from it due to the 90-day
shelf life,” Motta said.

The FDA permits the manufacturer to claim that
Briotech is 99.9 percent effective against SARS COV-19,
a surrogate to COVID-19. It kills 99.9 of viruses and
bacteria in two minutes, requires no rinsing and is food
contact safe.

“This is the product that really separates us from
the rest of the market and answers all these questions
people are being sued about, the safety aspects,” Mot-
ta said.

“I think the pandemic has created a significant
awareness. People are becoming a lot more educated
on what they are using,” Motta said.

A 20-ounce bottle of Briotech sells for $4.95. It can
be purchased in various sizes as large as a 55-gallon
drum at SafetyFirstlabs.com, briotechusa.shop, 
Amazon.com and at homedepot.com.

Sanitizer
Continued from Page 1A

Boca Raton based-Safety First Labs produces hand
sanitizers and disinfectant products. PROVIDED

Capitol Hill Republicans have argued that a federal
“enhancement” of unemployment benefits has dis-
couraged some workers who lost their jobs from re-
turning to the workforce. Biden administration offi-
cials and Democrats have disputed that. 

In Florida, where the hospitality industry is in a
worker crunch, state officials are seeking to press
those receiving benefits to return to the workforce.

On May 29, the Department of Economic Opportu-
nity said those seeking unemployment benefits must
again meet work search and registration requirements
and submit work searches for every week of state or
federal benefits requested.

In addition, as of the end of this week, those receiv-
ing jobless assistance will no longer be eligible for an
extra $300 under the Federal Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Compensation.

The AFL-CIO union has criticized the state’s deci-
sion saying it will “pull roughly $700 million in federal
funds out of Florida’s economy, with those funds going
to other states” willing to accept it.

“This decision will make an already difficult situa-
tion harder for Florida’s unemployed and will also neg-
atively affect Florida’s economy,” the AFL-CIO said in a
statement. 

On Monday, a White House economic policy adviser
pushed back on assertions that financial help to the
unemployed is an obstacle to looking for work.

“So far we have not seen strong evidence that this is
having a significant effect of pulling people out of the
labor force,” said Heather Boushey, who is on Presi-
dent Biden’s Council of Economic Advisers, in a Yahoo
Finance Live discussion. “People know that it’s tem-
porary.”

DeSantis among those dismissing need 
for federal unemployment program

Others disagree, including Republican governors,
such as Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, who have decided
to exit the federal program. Some economists agree.

Despite the fact that many employers, including in
the hospitality industry, have lots of openings, “there
are not a lot of people applying for jobs because they
are still getting $600 extra per week,” said Christopher
Tang, a professor of business administration at UCLA.

“President Biden rejected the idea that the unem-
ployment benefits may have prolonged this kind of
supply slow growth,” Tang said. “But a lot of econo-
mists have studied that and actually it does play a
role.”

CareerSource said in a statement that total non-
agricultural employment in Palm Beach County stood
at 619,700 after adding 49,200 jobs over the year. The

county’s labor force also increased over the year to
747,344, up 39,635, or 5.6 percent from May 2020,
which means more people are working or looking for
work, the agency said.

“This is the second month of over-the-year job
gains in all but one industry sector,” said Julia Dattolo,
president and chief executive of CareerSource Palm
Beach County, in the statement.

“Employers in all sectors are reporting that they are
challenged in hiring the talent they need even though
several are offering salary and benefits incentives, hir-
ing bonuses and even payments for job interviews.”

afins@pbpost.com

Jobless
Continued from Page 1A

A help-wanted sign hangs on the door of a Target store in Uniontown, Pa., in September 2020. In Florida,
where the hospitality industry is in a worker crunch, state officials are seeking to press those receiving
benefits to return to the workforce. GENE J. PUSKAR/AP


