
We’re calling this weekend 
March Madness (our lawyers 
and the NCAA’s are talking), 
what with the pileup of popu-
lar cultural events over the next 
few days. There’s WhiskyX, 
Festival of the Arts Boca, Jazz 
in the Gardens, Oscar watch 
parties, the Dania Beach Wine 
& Seafood Festival, Calle Ocho 

 Ben Crandell
Go Guide

WEEKEND THINGS TO DO

Calle Ocho, early St. Patrick’s Day, 
tribute bands, Jazz in the Gardens

Dancers at a previous Calle Ocho Music Festival, which returns to Little 
Havana in Miami this Sunday. WILFREDO LEE/AP

By Ben Crandell 
South Florida Sun Sentinel

Like many women of Genera-
tion X, singer Nicole Henry came 
of age with the songs of Whitney 
Houston, the pop-music ingenue 
whose beauty and dynamic voice 
made her a transformative star 
beginning in the mid-1980s. 

In the dozen years since her 
death, Houston has become 
even more of an enigma, and 
even more beloved, as one of the 

‘Whitney Houston gave us 
something to believe in’

Nicole Henry brings  
‘I Wanna Dance with 
Somebody’ show to 
Broward Center

In high school, Nicole Henry was a 
go-to singer of the national anthem. 
BANISTER RECORDSTurn to Go Guide, Page 3 Turn to Henry, Page 4

THE WEEKENDER

Mavis Staples will perform at the Arsht Center in Miami on March 8. 
BRIAN VAN DER BRUG/LOS ANGELES TIMES

The greatest 
hits of March

The South Florida entertainment calendar  
is loaded with big names and cult faves

By Ben Crandell 
South Florida Sun Sentinel

The March music calendar in South 
Florida feels special, a uniquely diverse 
parade of favorite performers new and 
old (and older). 

It began with weekend shows by Bob Dylan and 
the Eagles, and continues with Drake and Descen-
dents, the Beach Boys and Burna Boy, Steve Vai and 
Steve Aoki, pop princess Olivia Rodrigo and Mavis 
Staples, the other queen of soul. 

Here are some of the greatest hits.

Nicole Henry:  A South Florida favorite, Henry will 
perform a show called “I Wanna Dance with 
Somebody: The Songs of Whitney Houston” 
at the Broward Center for the Perform-

ing Arts in Fort Lauderdale at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
March 7. Visit BrowardCenter.org.

Enrique Iglesias, Pitbull, Ricky Martin: The Trilogy 
Tour comes to Amerant Bank Arena in Sunrise at 7 
p.m. Friday, March 8. Visit SeatGeek.com. 

Mavis Staples: The soul-music legend performs at 
the Arsht Center for the Performing Arts in Miami 
on Friday, March 8, at 8 p.m. Visit ArshtCenter.org.

Pink Martini: Thomas Lauderdale’s fun-loving 
orchestra, with vocalist China Forbes, will play the 
Miami Beach Bandshell at 8 p.m. Friday, March 8. 
Visit MiamiBeachBandshell.com. They also will 
be at the Kravis Center for the Performing Arts in 

West Palm Beach at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, March 10. Visit 

Kravis.org.

Turn to March, Page 2The Mavericks – Eddie Perez, left, Paul Deakin, Raul Malo and 
Jerry Dale McFadden – will play the Arsht Center on March 15. 
HARIS NUKEM

Summer Walker, nominated at this year’s Grammy Awards 
for Best R&B Album with “Clear 2: Soft Life EP,” will perform 
at Jazz in the Gardens on March 9. PARAS GRIFFIN/GETTY
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Presented by The Schmidt Family Centre for the Arts under the tent in Mizner Park Amphitheater, Boca Raton. Sponsored in part by the Board of County Commissioners, the Tourist Development Council, and The Cultural Council For Palm Beach County.

Closing Weekend
MARCH 8-10

MARCH 8: Barcelona
Flamenco Ballet: Luxuria

MARCH 9:
Isaac Mizrahi

MARCH 10: 100 Years of
Rhapsody in Blue

Tickets at festivalboca.org or call 561-757-4762



in Little Havana and the 
outer bands of St. Patrick’s 
Day. It’s also Spring Break, 
in case you were wonder-
ing where all the PBR went. 
Let’s go. 

THURSDAY

Crockett in Miami: If you 
like your whiskey neat and 
your country music vintage, 
the WhiskyX tour has you 
covered on Thursday at 
Wynwood Marketplace 
in Miami, with unlim-
ited pours from more than 
60 leading brands and a 
performance by indie coun-
try star Charley Crockett. 
The “whisky experience” 
runs from 7 to 9 p.m. and 
also includes food trucks, 
a cigar lounge and compli-
mentary hair and beard 
trims. General-admission 
tickets start at $75+.  VIP 
tickets (including early 6 
p.m. entry) cost $125+, with 
VIP Platinum tickets at 
$200+. Visit TheWhiskyX.
com.

Whitney remembered: 
Acclaimed South Florida 
jazz vocalist Nicole Henry 
will perform her theatri-
cal tribute “I Wanna Dance 
with Somebody: The Songs 
of Whitney Houston” at 
the Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts in Fort 
Lauderdale on Thursday 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets start at 
$39.50+ at BrowardCenter.
org.

Who are you?: The Hill-
Benders bring the genius of 
“WhoGrass,” their blue-
grass interpretations of 
The Who’s “Tommy,” to 
the Kravis Center for the 
Performing Arts in West 
Palm Beach on Thursday 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets to the 
show — on a tour bound for 
Tipitina’s, the Grand Ole 
Opry and FloydFest — cost 
$45+ and $55+ at Kravis.
org. 

Coldplay night:Life in 
Technicolor, a new local 
tribute band devoted to the 
music of Coldplay, led by 
expressive Fort Lauderdale 
vocalist Brett Miller, will 
be at Galuppi’s in Pompano 

Beach on Thursday from 
7:30 to 11 p.m. If you want a 
table reservation (recom-
mended), visit Galuppis.
com.

A place to chill: The 
monthly Boca Night 
Market unwinds under 
the cafe lights on Mizner 
Park-adjacent Sanborn 
Square on Thursday from 
6 to 9 p.m. The evening 
features an array of food 
vendors, beer and wine, 
and local artists and 
makers. Visit Downtown-
Boca.org.

FRIDAY

Legendary voice: At the 
Arsht Center in Miami on 
Friday, soul-music legend 
Mavis Staples will share 
some of the timeless songs 
that made The Staple Sing-
ers one of the most import-
ant groups during the  
troubles of the 1960s and 
1970s. They include “I’ll 
Take You There,” “Let’s Do 
It Again,” “Respect Your-
self” and their cover of the 
Buffalo Springfield protest 
song “For What It’s Worth.” 
Tickets for the 8 p.m. show 
start at $35+ at ArshtCen-
ter.org.

Three amigos: Scattered 
tickets remain, starting at 
$36+, to see South Florida 
favorites Enrique Iglesias, 
Pitbull and Ricky Martin on 
their homecoming stop on 
the Trilogy Tour at Amer-
ant Bank Arena in Sunrise 
on Friday at 7 p.m. Visit 
SeatGeek.com.

Ticket window: Tickets go 
on sale at 10 a.m. Friday to 
see eloquent country singer 
Kacey Musgraves at Hard 
Rock Live in Hollywood 
on Nov. 30. Prices start at 
$105+ at MyHRL.com. The 
tour, which includes Lord 
Huron and Nickel Creek, 
will support Musgraves’ 
new album, “Deeper Well,” 
set for release on March 15. 
Visit KaceyMusgraves.com.

Friday tributes: The beer 
garden stage at Mathews 
Brewing in Lake Worth 
Beach will have Jane’s 
Addiction tribute band 
Nothing’s Shocking and 
Foo Fighters tribute Foo 
Fight on Friday beginning 

at 8 p.m. Visit Facebook.
com/mathewsbrewing. … 
If you are escaping to the 
Keys, Journey and Styx 
tribute band Majesty of 
Rock will perform at 8 p.m. 
Friday as part of the free 
Beats on the Bay music 
series at Founders Park 
Amphitheater in Islam-
orada. Visit KeysICE.com.

Weekend laughs: Veteran 
comedian and film/TV 
actor Jimmy Shubert has 
shows at Sadman Comedy 
Cafe in Boca Raton at 7 and 
9 p.m. Friday and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday. Tickets start at 
$25+. Visit SadmanCome-
dyCafe.com.

SATURDAY

Gardens party: The 
annual Jazz in the Gardens 
concerts return to Hard 
Rock Stadium in Miami 
Gardens with a strong 
lineup of performers on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
beginning at 4 p.m. each 
day. Saturday’s sched-
ule includes Summer 
Walker, Rick Ross, Omar-
ion, Davido, Fantasia, Kirk 
Franklin, Jazmine Sulli-
van, Trina, Trick Daddy 
and others. Sunday’s lineup 
has Maxwell, Babyface, 
Jeezy, Lil’ Kim, Scarface, 
T.I., Uncle Luke, Too $hort 
and more. Tickets start at 
$105+ each day for general 
admission. The remain-
ing two-day passes start at 
$310+ for reserved seats. 
Visit JazzInTheGardens.
com.

All you ever wanted: In a 

chatty lounge act called 
“An Evening with Isaac 
Mizrahi,” the centerpiece 
of closing weekend at 
Festival of the Arts Boca, 
the personable fashion 
designer and TV person-
ality will share music by 
some of his favorite song-
writers and performers. 
It’s an evolving setlist, but 
will definitely include Billie 
Eilish. “I’m obsessed with 
her,” he says. The show 
is at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at 
Mizner Park Amphitheater. 
Tickets start at $30+. Visit 
FestivalBoca.org.

Loco por seafood: The 
10th annual Dania Beach 
Wine & Seafood Festival 
returns on Saturday from 
4 to 9 p.m. in a new loca-
tion at Dania Beach City 
Hall Plaza (100 W. Dania 
Beach Blvd.), but with 
the same dedication to 
local food and drink. The 
event will include more 
than 20 restaurants and 
food trucks, at least 40 
wine brands and repre-
sentation from six brewer-
ies. Spirited Miami party 
starters Locos por Juana 
top the bill of live music 
with an 8 p.m. set. Admis-
sion to the family- and 
pet-friendly event is free. 
Tickets for unlimited wine 
and beer tastings cost 
$55 in advance and $70 
at the gate. Visit Dania-
BeachWineAndSeafood-
Fest.com.

Pour house: Hopportu-
nities, the self-pour beer 
and wine bar in Delray 
Beach, celebrates its fourth 

anniversary on Saturday 
with live music, games 
and unlimited beer, wine 
and coffee pours. Gener-
al-admission tickets cost 
$40 to hang out from 1 to 
5 p.m., while VIP is $100 
for access from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m., plus festival swag. 
A portion of the proceeds 
support a local girls softball 
team. Visit FindYourHop-
pyPlace.com.

Saturday tributes:Fort 
Lauderdale‘s out-of-
the-way gem LauderAle 
will host Red Hot Chili 
Peppers tribute band The 
Chili Poppers on Saturday 
at 8:30 p.m. Visit Laud-
erAle.co. … Crazy Uncle 
Mike’s in Boca Raton will 
have Grateful Dead devo-
tees Unlimited Devotion 
at 8 p.m. Saturday. Visit 
CrazyUncleMikes.com. 

Free coffee: It’s been 
five years since philan-
thropy-minded former 
NFL star Stephen Tull-
och opened Circle House 
Coffee in Fort Lauderdale’s 
Flagler Village, and he’ll 
celebrate on Saturday by 
handing out free cans of his 
new Good Vibes Nitro Cold 
Brew during a party that 
runs from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The event also will include 
a DJ, hourly giveaways and 
the chance to try CHC’s 
new line of spring drinks. 
Visit CircleHouseCoffee.
com.

SUNDAY

On the Ocho: One of the 
defining cultural events 
in South Florida, the 
Calle Ocho Music Festi-
val is a 15-block celebra-
tion of Cuban life, food, 
music and traditions on 
Miami’s famed Eighth 
Street. Anyone who calls 
themselves a local needs 
to see it at least once. The 
centerpiece of Carnaval 
Miami, the festival takes 
place from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sunday on Southwest 
Eighth Street between 
southwest 12th and 27th 
avenues, in the heart of 
Little Havana. Award-win-
ning Cuban reggaeton duo 
Gente de Zona are this 
year’s Kings of Carnaval 
Miami. Admission is free. 
Visit CarnavalMiami.com.

Irish ayes: One of the 
region’s best Irish celebra-
tions gets a jump on things 
as downtown Hollywood’s 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
and Festival returns on 
Sunday from noon to 6 
p.m. At 1 p.m., the NYPD 
Emerald Society Pipe and 
Drum Corps will take 
part in the city’s milelong 
parade down Hollywood 
Boulevard, around Young 
Circle and back up Harri-
son Street. The afternoon 
also includes live music 
from Uproot Hootenanny 
and fan-favorite U2 tribute 
band U2 by UV, more than 
80 food and craft vendors, 
kids’ activities and more. 
Visit StPatricksFestival.
com.

Weekend shopping: A 
special edition of The 
Flamingo Flea will roll out 
on Sunday at downtown 
Fort Lauderdale’s Tarpon 
River Brewing, as Carley 
Sumner and her posse of 
creative daydreamers cele-
brate its fifth anniversary. 
You can expect more than 
three dozen vendors inside 
and out, crafting, live music 
from Aba Zion and Brett 
Miller (of Coldplay tribute 
band Life in Technicolor), 
plus food and drink from 
TRB. Hours: Noon to 4 p.m. 
Admission: free. Visit Insta-
gram.com/theflamingoflea.

Oscar night: The Fort 
Lauderdale International 
Film Festival will throw the 
ultimate Academy Awards 
watch event on Sunday 
with a block party begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. in front 
of downtown art house 
Savor Cinema. The evening 
will include catered hors 
d’oeuvres, an open bar, live 
entertainment and multi-
ple viewing options, both 
outdoors where the street 
will be covered in comfort-
able seating and indoors on 
the theater’s 30-foot screen. 
Tickets cost $125 (or $100 
for FLIFF members). Park-
ing is free in the garage next 
door, and there will be a 
free valet. Visit FLIFF.com.

Staff writer Ben Crandell 
can be reached at 
bcrandell@sunsentinel.com. 
Follow on Instagram @
BenCrandell and Twitter @
BenCrandell.
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Maxwell is a Sunday headliner at Jazz in the Gardens at Hard 
Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens. AL BELLO/GETTY
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Find past (and future)
favorites at

SunSentinel.com/bestof

Best of South Florida Dining

You might just find a new favorite spot!

Nominate and vote for your go-to restaurant
for favorite eats, a new one each month.

Look for winners to be announced in the Sun Sentinel,
on SunSentinel.com and in The Eat Beat newsletter.

Calling
all foodies!

Take part in our Best of
South Florida Dining series

to nominate your favorite eateries.

MarathonSeafoodFest.com

March 9-10, 2024

48TH ANNIVERSARY

SAT. 10:00AM – 9:00PM
SUN. 11:00AM – 5:00PM

per person / per day
MARATHON
COMMUNITY
PARK$5 Admission
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Brought to you by

Service dog only!
NO PETS ALLOWED

200+Vendors


