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The politics of home-
lessness — from those 
who resent housing for 
the displaced in their 
neighborhood to develop-
ers who see that land as 
prime real estate — flows 
throughout “River of Lies,” 
the second novel in James 
L’Etoile’s new series about 
Sacramento police Detec-
tive Emily Hunter.

L’Etoile delivers a 
tightly packed police 
procedural with a strong 
current of believable 
action balanced by a close 
look at the personal lives 
of his characters.

Several homeless camps 
stretch out throughout 
Sacramento, a controver-
sial situation through-
out the city as residents 
complain about them. 
But lately arsonists have 
attacked three camps 
within a two-week period, 
destroying the meager 
possessions of the home-
less, “the city’s forgotten 
shadows.”

The attacks have been 
exacerbated with many 
homeless physically 
attacked. 

Two men are murdered 
following arson at a major 
camp near the river that 
has more than 200 resi-
dents. But the victims are 
not the homeless — one is 
the former anti-homeless 
mayor, the other a social 
worker.

The investigation falls 
to Emily and her part-
ner, Javier Medina, both 
of whom are immedi-
ately suspicious of who is 
behind the fires. The city 
orders the camp debris 
cleared, ruining the crime 
scene, then developers 
swoop in.

L’Etoile’s attention to 
the detectives’ personal 
lives adds context to 

“River of Lies.” As the 
police detectives continue 
their investigation, Emily 

is drawn to the plight of 
8-year-old Willow, whose 
mother was injured during 
the attack by the arsonists. 
Emily also is dealing with 
trying to keep her mother 
safe as her mental health 
declines. The handsome 
Javier’s problem with his 
mother is different — she’s 
always trying to fix him up 
with a new woman; this 
time she might be right.

“River of Lies” takes 
readers through various 
Sacramento neighbor-
hoods, focusing on the 
wealthy and the ordinary 
residents who make up 
the city. L’Etoile’s 2024 
novel “Face of Greed” 
introduced Emily and her 
squad; this series should 
be around for quite a 
while.
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The new year has 
ushered in new book events 
featuring myriad authors of 
different genres.

I’ve been invited to 
participate in one of them, 
the Palm Beach Library 
System’s Writers LIVE! 
program, which is return-
ing for its 17th year with a 
series of in-person panels 
and discussions. I will be 
moderating talks with 
Jason Rekulak, Gregg 
Hurwitz, Alafair Burke and 
Carter Wilson.

The program takes place 
at several library branches 
and is free, but registration 
is required as seating fills 
up quickly. Visit pbclibrary.
org/writers-live.

Authors scheduled 
include:

 � Jason Rekulak, “The Last 
One at the Wedding” — 2 
p.m. Feb. 15, Wellington 
Branch

 �Gregg Hurwitz, 
“Nemesis” — 6 p.m. Feb. 25, 
Hagen Ranch Road Branch

 �Alafair Burke, “The 
Note” — 6 p.m. Feb. 26, 
Canyon Branch

 � Elinor Lipman, “Every 
Tom, Dick & Harry” — 6 
p.m. Feb. 27, Lantana Road 
Branch

 � Dawn Clifton Tripp, 
“Jackie” — 4 p.m. March 3, 
West Boynton Branch

 � Carter Wilson, “Tell Me 
What You Did” — 3:30 p.m. 
March 7, Gardens Branch

 � Robert Watson, “When 
Washington Burned” — 3 
p.m. March 12, Canyon 
Branch

 �Mallory O’Meara, 
“Daughter of Daring” — 2 
p.m. March 18, virtual

 � Debbie Babitt, “The 
Man on the Train” — 2 p.m. 
March 21, Jupiter Branch

 � David Ellis, “The Best 
Lies” — 5:30 p.m. April 16, 
Lantana Road Branch

 �Alka Joshi, “Six Days in 
Bombay” — 3 p.m. April 21, 
Hagen Ranch Road Branch

 � Susan Shapiro Barash, 
“Estranged: How Strained 
Female Friendships Can Be 
Mended or Ended” — 1:30 

p.m. April 23, West Boynton 
Branch

LITLUNCH! LEADS TO 
LITERARY FEAST

Award-winning jour-
nalist and author Susan 
Page will be the guest 
speaker at the 15th annual 
LitLUNCH!, sponsored by 
the Broward Public Library 
Foundation. LitLUNCH! 
begins at 11 a.m. Feb. 21 
at Pier Sixty-Six, Aviva 
Ballroom, 2301 SE 17th St., 
Fort Lauderdale. Individ-
ual tickets are $150. Visit 
bplfoundation.org/litlunch 
or call 954-357-7382.

Page is the Washing-
ton Bureau chief of USA 
Today, covering the White 
House and national poli-
tics, and has written several 
biographies of women, 
including her latest, “The 
Rulebreaker: The Life and 
Times of Barbara Walters.”

LitLUNCH! is the kick-
off event for the library 
foundation’s Literary Feast 
weekend in March. Details 
are still being finalized for 
the Literary Feast with 
LitLIVE! panels of attend-
ing authors scheduled for 

5:30 to 8:30 p.m. March 28 
at the Horvitz Auditorium 
at NSU Art Museum in 
Fort Lauderdale. A Night 
of Literary Feasts welcome 
reception will be from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. March 29 at 
Bahia Mar Fort Lauder-
dale Beach, with dinners to 
follow.

Proceeds support 
Broward County Library 
literacy programs and 
services funded by the 
foundation. Visit bplfoun-
dation.org for details.

A few best-selling 
authors will be added to the 
lineup, but the following 
authors are confirmed.

 � Fiction: Charles B. 
Fancher (“Red Clay”), 
Elinor Lipman (“Every 
Tom, Dick & Harry”), 
Madeline Martin (“The 
Booklover’s Library”), Julia 
Phillips (“Bear”)

 �Mystery: Jeffery Deaver 
(“Fatal Intrusion”), Wanda 
M. Morris (“What You 
Leave Behind”), Alex 
Segura (“Alter Ego”), 
Lauren Willig (“The Girl 
from Greenwich Street”)

 �Nonfiction: Corey Mead 
(“The Hidden History of 

the White House: Power 
Struggles, Scandals, and 
Defining Moments”)

PLANTATION 
LIBRARY AUTHOR 
EVENT

The Helen B. Hoffman 
Plantation Library has 
scheduled two writers for 
its annual author and book 
luncheon beginning at 11 
a.m. March 15 at the Jaca-
randa Country Club, 9200 
W. Broward Blvd.

Amily D’Nas will discuss 
her novel, “Beneath the 
Swaying Willow,” about the 
effects of the Vietnam War 
on a young couple. Anita 
Mitchell will talk about 
her nonfiction book, “This 
Gift,” about Paralympian 
swimmer Abbas Karimi 
from Afghanistan.

Cost is $55 per person 
and includes lunch, valet 
parking and a book. A silent 
auction and gift basket 
raffle also will be available. 
All proceeds benefit the 
Plantation-owned library. 
Contact Jennifer Orkin at 
954-399-3120 or jennor-
kin@gmail.com for reser-
vations.

BOCA RATON’S 19TH 
ANNUAL FESTIVAL

Festival of the Arts Boca, 
scheduled for Feb. 28 to 
March 9, also features 
authors. Events will be in 
the Mizner Park Amphi-
theater, located at Plaza 
Real in Boca Raton. Visit 
festivalboca.org for details.

Highlights from the festi-
val’s 19th season include:

 � “An Evening with Doris 
Kearns Goodwin” — The 
world-renowned presiden-
tial historian, public speaker 
and Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author makes her annual 
visit to the festival at 7 p.m. 
March 3. Her latest book is 
“An Unfinished Love Story: 
A Personal History of the 
1960s” (April 2024).

 � “Florida Man: Carl 
Hiaasen” — Hiaasen is a 
true satirist who writes 
mysteries about the 
Sunshine State like no one 
else. His mystery fiction 
is more like documenta-
ries. Hiaasen’s next novel, 
“Fever Beach,” is sched-
uled to come out in May. 
No doubt he’ll talk about 
his new novel and his other 
works at 7 p.m. March 5.

So many authors, so many genres

James L’Etoile’s new Detective Emily Hunter novel is “River 
of Lies.” OCEANVIEW PUBLISHING

‘RIVER OF LIES’ 
By James L’Etoile; 
Oceanview Publishing,  
384 pages, $18.99.

Author Carl Hiaasen will be part of Festival of the Arts Boca 
on March 5. RICHARD SHOTWELL/INVISION

Author Susan Page will be the guest speaker at the 15th 
annual LitLUNCH! on Feb. 21 in Fort Lauderdale.  
HANNAH GABER

Author Doris Kearns Goodwin’s latest book is “An Unfinished 
Love Story: A Personal History of the 1960s.”  
STEVEN SENNE/AP FILE

BOOKS

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “Onyx Storm (Deluxe Limited 
Edition)” by Rebecca Yarros  
(Red Tower) Last week: 1

NATIONAL BESTSELLERS
2. “Onyx Storm” by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower) 
Last week: 2

3. “The Night Is Defying: A Nytefall Novel” by Chloe 
C. Peñaranda (Bramble) Last week: —

4. “James” by Percival Everett (Doubleday)  
Last week: 3

5. “The Women” by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin’s) 
Last week: 4

6. “The Wedding People” by Alison Espach (Holt) 
Last week: 8

7. “The God of the Woods” by Liz Moore  
(Riverhead) Last week: 6

8. “Witchcraft for Wayward Girls” by Grady 
Hendrix (Berkley) Last week: 5

9. “The Book of Bill” by Alex Hirsch (Hyperion 
Avenue) Last week: 7

10. “All the Colors of the Dark” by Chris Whitaker 
(Crown) Last week: 10

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. “The Let Them Theory: A 
Life-Changing Tool That Millions 
of People Can’t Stop Talking 
About” by Mel Robbins  
(Hay House) Last week: 1

2. “The Sirens’ Call: How Attention Became the 
World’s Most Endangered Resource” by Chris 
Hayes (Penguin Press) Last week: —

3. “The Anxious Generation: How the Great  
Rewiring of Childhood Is Causing an Epidemic of 
Mental Illness” by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press) 
Last week: 3

4. “Melania” by Melania Trump (Skyhorse)  
Last week: 2

5. “The Harder I Fight the More I Love You:  
A Memoir” by Neko Case (Grand Central)  
Last week: —

6. “Good Energy: The Surprising Connection 
Between Metabolism and Limitless Health” by 
Casey Means (Avery) Last week: 5

7. “Free Birds Revolution: The Future of Work 
and the Independent Mind” by Miles Everson 
(BenBella/Holt) Last week: —

8. “The Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciproc-
ity in the Natural World” by Robin Wall Kimmerer 
(Scribner) Last week: 8

9. “The Familiar Stranger: (Re)Introducing the 
Holy Spirit to Those in Search of an Experiential 
Spirituality” by Tyler Staton (Thomas Nelson) 
Last week: —

10. “The Backyard Bird Chronicles” by Amy Tan 
(Knopf ) Last week: 13

For the week ended Feb. 1, ​compiled 
from data from independent and 
chain bookstores, book wholesalers 
and independent distributors 
nationwide.

— Publishers Weekly

Books events 
coming up in 
South Florida
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