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Get ready for

IGNITE

Broward :
2025

Interactive art show of
immersive video displays,
light-tripping sculptures
will fan out across Fort
Lauderdale, Dania

Beach and Hollywood

By Phillip Valys
South Florida Sun Sentinel

eading home to Holly-
wood two years ago,
Iryna Kanishcheva and
Charles Alan Rye’s truck
churned through floodwaters so deep
that abandoned cars around them
seemed to be floating. Record-break-
ing rains had battered the artist
couple’s low-lying neighborhood,
and Kanishcheva felt frightened the
deluge would leave them stranded.

“We were so scared,” she recalls.
“Thankfully, the truck was tall enough
that we made it home safely. But I just
had all these questions afterward, like:
Will this be permanent? How much will
sea level rise impact us going forward?
The data was so alarming.”

That “alarming” encounter inspired
Kanishcheva and Rye’s new interactive
art installation, “Watershed,” one of 27
light- and sound-based digital artworks
set to go on display across the county
Feb. 14-23 for the fourth annual IGNITE
Broward.

The interactive art show of immer-

Lauren Morando, left, and Morgan Carr try out artist Robin Baumgarten’s “Quantum
Jungle” at Mad Arts in Dania Beach. The piece is part of IGNITE Broward 2025, which
starts Friday, Feb. 14. JIMRASSOL

sive video displays and light-tripping
sculptures will fan out across Fort
Lauderdale’s Esplanade Park with eight
works and Mad Arts in Dania Beach
with 14. New this year, IGNITE has
expanded to Arts Park at Young Circle
in Hollywood with another five pieces

tackling climate change, artificial intel-

ligence and human nature.
“Watershed,” popping up on Fort

Lauderdale’s Riverwalk a block east

of Esplanade, is an 8-by-10-foot video

wall of oceanlike waves that undulate

and scatter. As spectators approach the

VALENTINE’S DAY WEEKEND THINGS TO DO

Love is in the aerialists in Boca, plus
beer love, Marley love and G. Love

Ben Crandell
Go Guide

There is no doubting the courage
of Ivan Espafia, son of The Flying
Espafias, the world-renowned
trapeze act that got its start in
Mexico 50 years ago and traces its
high-flying lineage from the 1880s
to its 2018 induction into the Circus
Ring of Fame in Sarasota.

But in perhaps his biggest test of
bravery, he flinched.

Espafia was smitten when he

Allison Blei and Alejandro Malfitaniin a performance with Mr. Swindle’s Traveling
Peculiarium, which stops in Boca Raton from Feb. 13-23. MAGGIE MARTINEZ

“Watershed,”from Hollywood
artists Iryna Kanishcheva and
Charles Alan Rye, is one of 27
immersive works at IGNITE
Broward, a free, interactive
light and sound art show.
IRYNA KANISHCHEVA

wall, their moving silhouette appears
on-screen to jostle the waves — and if
they look closer, they’ll see the “waves”
are strings of code drawn from real-life
environmental data. For example: Sea
levels will rise 5 feet by the year 2100. Or
that 35% of South Florida’s mangroves
have been lost since 1950.

Kanishcheva calls the video wall a
“mirror held up to human activity”

“The video wall reflects back how
our human presence is literally shift-
ing the climate,” says Kanishcheva,
who programmed art festivals across
Orlando and Gainesville before moving
to Hollywood. “We wanted it to be as
close to the New River as possible so
people can create their own ripples in
the art, like spreading awareness or
supporting climate action”

Interactive art that challenges visi-
tors — keeping them engaged enough to
linger and spend money on nearby busi-
nesses — is the whole point of IGNITE,
says Broward County Cultural Division
director Phillip Dunlap, who cofounded
the festival to drive up tourism during
winter months.

The festival’s budget has jumped
nearly eightfold, from $125,000 in
2021 to $975,000 this year, after the

Turn to IGNITE, Page 4

There will be more than 50 beers on draft at Funky Buddha
Brewery’s annual Maple Bacon Coffee Porter Festival on Feb.15.
MIKE STOCKER/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL FILE

Funky Buddha to celebrate
iconic beer at Maple Bacon
Coftee Porter Festival

By Ben Crandell
South Florida Sun Sentinel

brew map.
Events will begin in the
Oakland Park taproom at

first spied Allison Blei in the crowd Funky Buddha Brewery noon, with more than 50

at a Sarasota event that drew all Ranches, got her start as a trapeze “I decided I couldn’t do that on Saturday will host its beers available on draft, food
the big names in the local circus artist while at Florida State Univer-  anymore, and I ran away and joined ever-popular Maple Bacon from the brewery’s in-house
community. But he could not sity, complimenting her finance the circus,” Blei says. Coffee Porter Festival, restaurant, live music and

summon the nerve to approach her
— so he sent friends to gauge her
interest in going out on a date.

Blei, who grew up in Southwest

degree with studies at the FSU
Flying High Circus. After gradu-
ation, she took a job in finance in
BocaRaton.

more. Admission is free,
with ala carte drinking and

When Espafia’s message reached
her, Blei was reluctant. She knew

the annual pilgrimage for
discerning hopheads to cele-
brate a beer that helped put
South Florida on the craft-

Turn to Go Guide, Page 6 Turn to Brewery, Page 4

TAMARAC

D atace

THEATRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

KINGS'POINT

MARCH 1

FEB 15

FEB 22

MARCH 8

OPEN 10 THE PUBLIC

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tickets $25

Edward Twins tickets $30

For ticket information call: (954) 726-4120
7620 Nob Hill Rd. Tamarac, FL 33321

To order tickets online: www.tickets.kingspoint.com

NO SHORTS ALLOWED IN THEATRE. MUST BE 18 YEARS OR OLDER TO ATTEND ALL SHOWS.

Edward Twins
Farewell Tour

Anthony & Eddie Edwards’ Final Farewell
Tour!!l THE ULTIMATE VARIETY SHOW: Sonny
& Cher, Billy Joel, Elton John, Neil Diamond,
Lionel Richie, Stevie Wonder, Ray Charles,
Lady Gaga, Celine Dion, Rod Stewart, Bette
Midler, Olivia Newton John, Barbra Streisand,
Andrea Bocelli, Frankie Vall, Tom Jones, and
many many more! “A MUST SEE SHOW"!!!

Traveling Wilburys
Revue

They bring the music of the WILBURYS to
every show; “Here Comes The Sun”, “Won't
Back Down”, “Pretty Woman”, “Like A Rolling
Stone”, “Don't Bring Me Down”, and more that
everyone knows and loves.

All the way from California... “THE TRAVELING
WILBURYS REVUE"!

All shows Saturday at 8 PM

The Mamas & Papas
Tribute

“The Papas and Mamas”, the world’s ONLY
authentic Mamas & Papas tribute in sight and
sound. Led by their powerhouse vocalists and
backed by a band of skilled musicians, with a
repertoire that spans the entire catalog of The
Mamas and the Papas’ greatest hits, as well as
their lesser known gems. Get transported back
to the 60s with their electrifying performances
and unforgettable sound!

Creedence Revived

Creedence Revived is made up of four
of Chicago’s & LA's most talented and
eclectic musicians, and has rapidly
become one of the most highly sought
after tribute bands in the world. Playing
all over the globe for crowds upwards
of 30,000, and with a track-record of
selling out shows everywhere they go,
this group is the real deal!




